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NPPOVNPNND PNINNI TN INYY DNPNYIDL O) VYA DPYN .DMIYN

DA% PIDAY OIINN DOYTNHM
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D98N NP DN DXTININD DY N>TINN DNMIN NIN D) YY NN
2 TUNN1 VNAND , PINS YHINYIA
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,12%75,795 INK 02NN ,YWIR 99N 90-52 THNI DMIINNRD DY DIIDN
LINVD P2, DNYN D00 MIYINA MIATNA IVIPN NAYY 11NN

Robert Hannigan, "The Jewish Codebreakers Who Won the War", The Jewish Chronicle 3
,DI7WN1 | NIND71 = TID WX DNIZOIT ,|N-7'2212 7891 1" T.1:NM2v2 TDNDN 'DNNYT .26.1.2017
[INX27 IDINY DM TINGD 019XN M2V 7w ' TIDN 19DA" )TN 78T (T) N"7X .2 ;68-67 'Y ,2022
:2022 DDIIN AVPNNIIYPN 7N 1770 NNXANT NNIDYN NN, NNIWN 071V NDN701
http://www.amutakesher.org.il/_Uploads/dbsAttachedFiles/The_Secret_Story of
Jewish_Codebreakers_1.01.pdf

YIN7 Q7N 53,1127 Q7N 45 DDINDILNIDID D'TIN' 78 270 N 1941-1933 0wl 4
NI7DIND L|'7190 1VINY DM TINY Q7K 50-3 'DIN7 ¥ 11D DN'7Y .2"NINT Q7N 82-1 7w
NNIPPRN .N9IN NTHDI
Hagit Lavsky, The creation of the German-Jewish diaspora: interwar German-Jewish
immigration to Palestine, the USA, and England, De Gruyter Oldenbourg, Berlin,
.Germany, 2017, p. 48
Shalom Lappin, "This Green and Pleasant Land: Britain and the Jews", Working
.Paper, Yale University, 2008, pp. 17-20

80


http://www.amutakesher.org.il/_Uploads/dbsAttachedFiles/The_Secret_Story_of_Jewish_Codebreakers_1.01.pdf
http://www.amutakesher.org.il/_Uploads/dbsAttachedFiles/The_Secret_Story_of_Jewish_Codebreakers_1.01.pdf

112N (DID) NININD PYITID NN DTN

PVTINNdaNa

TARI TR ,VIT IPNR VINPDN MIPYA IR DTN DY PIYTHN DIVDN
10902 TN NVY DPIRINN DVNND YV ONMIN .IIND NNd2
noyna PM n>nv [ (Bletchley Park) pane »H'8933 oraxn miyda
D191 DYV12 OXNNRD .OYTINY OMANND INPY 1) NP NPND
YPI DY ,0MNTPR MTOMN AIPOPYa 197 DN 1NNV NYN NID
DPIN , NN 2T DN .DMVNPNN DININNY NMNYDI ONMNNNN
DNYYNYHIATINNYI NAYVN MININD DX0YD9 PNY DIINNY,INIY NIRD
MNIRD 22N DY HMNIVPIN NNRMDN VDN PDIYNA 1AW 0NN
NI ONAY , NV NINIDY >MOYNN N2, (RAF 15N1D) »v>3an >Mdonn
LAY N0 NNMN NYTHIDN NTNRN

YNNI QYN 53 1NN NIND - 1I07INN UNIY NIND »TINN 2I1Ya
,DONNIA NNNYNY 2ATHINNY 1ORY DNN D27 .1941-1933 DNV NN
PIINND PTIN OMY MO N5 YWNN DDIMIN NMNDN DXVXI1IN TN
D227INN QYN 307D 211DWY NIDAY INAN NNNDNN MNIVIN LINIYS NINA
(7292 WX YN 45070 NIN INY 2WMN TINN) DIORIYI-NIN DI
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LINAYY NN DY DOINND DY NNYN NPYION NANI DNV NINTPNN
, 099NN MINS INYY RAF YW ypap mTonda 1OR 01NN JIinn
1276 0I02INIYIYR DY DPON .TMIYY NN 1PN 0IMNPDN MY 0INN)
NI, NOYNN DN NN NYYAY ,RAF YV DO0TR NOYPIP NRNND NN
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MWNNNI ITINY TODPIY OXNaN N»LY (Squadron 101) - 101 NOMV .
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.Helen Fry, The King’s most Loyal Enemy Aliens, Sutton Publishing, 2007, p.i 5
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Aileen Clayton, The Enemy is Listening, Ballantine Books, New York, 1982  .X
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DONNINN NIPAY 1942 NYOINNI NNND YV PSP DY IR NN
DTN . 0WN NYYI 2191w NNV Pa (El Adem) DTR-SR NTWa NIRTRN
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Desert) 72700 1NN DN HY 29PN YDIVN TIPIAY NPT QNN NIV
NPYIAN 0T 2NN NMVOIIN MOV N¥AP - (Air Force - DAF
PPN 1IN NOIYNI IR YD INNY NHPINY NY9I00IN)

83



NMYN 071Ivn NPN702 NI ANy

mMYYa NAIVY N IND TONND MTINY NMITIVIINI NIMNY INNRD
,D72I0IN DNV MNIODN MAPYI VIPIDN MTN INTPNN N>IAN
DN .O9INIVA - 1943 ININIAY IVAY OIR'YIAINPNRNN DN 1942 920302
NIPAN NTINOY VY WP SYSHND DI0IPN NIV ITISY NPNYNI W)
DOXNPYYY MYP DIN MND NNN DYDY ,NTY ININT INND NIORY
JWUN NN

N NNYPN NVIYPI DI MOV YT Y9DN DXINRIWI-NIRD PN NYINNA
TINIYIMIYN OYIN .NPDOVPON NNITINY DMIINN NYN YNNN NN
NN DY ONIMDIDA IV OTIPINIWEPNNN ON NIVTNY, MIDOYIN >TD
N59NY HNAN 9ION MY . NTNMN NN PINY NVIIAN INTYIV NN
D>DIVN DY NMINNON Y)Y MIPN DY NN>TPN NYINNI 0227 DINODIVN
919 092172 NN NNNYYN NINYAN 1942 NDA . DY PYVINI DN
1N 92OV DOUNRIYI-NIN VA OPYNY 00 TH DX0MDN 1PN OPYN , D900
JTY MITIN Y0927 RAND DDV

NNIPD 19435912 WTNN QPIDN NNNNTPHVIRD NYIDINOYNIN NINIPY
YTIINI'NI ONNONTIYW VIDPY XTI ("MPONRN YNIN) NI DY NYIYIN
93010 D21V 1PN N'MINA (NIPAY DDV P MINY JND) DT VIYPY
NN L (0NN) PP NVLNRN :NYN OMINNA NYY (F.U.L) DTN mMTonm
NMITIDION VOV NMINYA - 2 NTY NN L (DNN) NN - 1 NTY
NN L (DMNN) PRIVYIV DMININ Y - 3 NTY DTN (DT DIN)
DY -5 NTY NTINY,(M2>T) PP DIP ORY RIS MINNNAPIPA-4NTY
, (D) 25N - 6 NTY NN L (N2>T) TINN NP II2THN PNINRD DN
99 9I0N MYIY TRYY NVYOPN TPY . (DIN) NVINI 10 NTY NTIAN
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.MI2NDN MV NV NNVPN HY

VIAYNDA "PIODAYDM TYININIIN'') TPHVINI DINAN NNPNIN YYNINa

INIY (1944 NI PNIND DIV YNNI 1943 920VADA 9721 IVINIVY
TIADNVIYY N NDIN.I),TRNOINIY-NINDINGD DN, 276 GID INNY
, N 0NN MNIWNA (H.M.S. Largs) ©39RY N3»901N Yy 0) (YMDy9 Hy
MNNINN DY NININ DY 29PN P0I10N DY MOND NINN WD DM

.Aileen Clayton, The Enemy is Listening, Ballantine Books, New York, 1982, p. 264,369 10
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,DOINIWI-NIN NYIAIR DN LYINR NYAY 950V 4 DTV DTN INY
VONTP V92 DIV NINY LAY DIP ORY PNPN 1943 92HVIDI YN
TPAYAR NYIYA NIXIPY DY HIANIN ON .0INNN DXDI101Y PIRND >1D
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NMNIDY Y»OY MHVIRD INAYIN ,IN DTPNN TN NIWIIN ON TYNNA
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NPYIOR NN HY 229YNN PON 329 935 NOHY 276 PO MY Oy 72172
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,(Aileen Clayton) 1102°5p 9N .N27 NOIYNY NNIT NTNPD NMIN
, )NOONN 02N NI NINRKNN TIVN 2520 NNMNY NPVII12 V1N NP
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I cannot speak too highly of their loyalty and conscientious
effort that they put into their work throughout the
Mediterranean campaigns. There many who doubted the
wisdom of employing Palestinians on intelligence duties,
but they repaid our trust, and they were to become special
friends of mine.*

S5y DXTIIND MNIDT 0N ,D9DN X079 Y91 M IMNNY NIDIN
109N YV 00P (TINT) APY> YV ININD NYIN PLIN Y oMY
-NIN .329 9392392793 TP YWY, 276 9ID2 1) NI HYY VRN 9O
L9030 1, PIN M DN 276 9392 INVYY SN DTN D290 DIINIYS
YON NP PLIN ,INYVIP T ,ININD VI, NODPY (PH) NN

B8 NN (PXYOX D DY D) NRIID) INOLY

Sidney Goldberg, "The other story of the RAF Y Service", The Proceedings of The Royal 11
.Airforce Historical Society, 1ssue No. 12,1994, pp 31-36

.Aileen Clayton, 1982, p. 154 12
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NN NIT7INT DIN NN QWD 7W1 0217 2PV 7w DRNINTVI

7V DDIAD "NINIP" VD 7V1101 NDML 7V AT PN 14
Martin Sugarman, "Confounding the enemy: Jewish RAF Special Operators in radio
counter measures with 101 Squadron, September 1943-May 1945", Jewish Historical
Studies, Vol. 37 (2001), pp. 189-224, Published By: Jewish Historical Society of England.
https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jewish-raf-special-operators-in-radio-counter-
measures-with-101-squadron

.Aileen Clayton, 1982, p.330 15
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‘WW2 People’s War - an Archive of World War Two - written by the public, gathered by the BBC
https://www.bbc.co.uk/history/ww2peopleswar/stories/03/a4369403.shtml
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TIN'M DNI7N AN D'NXAIDN qDIX NIn |IbD12 p‘) 7Vl N21X" TN 7Y D'DI9N npgn 17
http://www.jwmww2.org :2 ¥"nn7na

.Helen Fry, The King’s most Loyal Enemy Aliens, Sutton Publishing, 2007, pp 136-141 18

88


http://www.jwmww2.org

112N (DID) NININD PYITID NN DTN

PAND Y5189 DOND NIV NIV 15902 DTN

VIDN MIND HY DNMIXN NNIY DI DPIN NNNYNRN NY>NNA
,(Bletchley Park) paxg »5r¥5a na»ya (GC&CS TN Nnwa) m1v>Ian
NNOY 190N YY TN MY TN NINYN OV LPITNON NP 1007
¥ BP o)

YT PRI NIV B2YN NNNYNI NN MYY PNYIT VN 225N
D>THNI NNYIN DM HYI DMINVN DY DNAND NIIVN HIVINY
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Jewish Chronicle "noya ,(9Xw>2 8200 DTN YW NY>apnN - GCHQ)
TN, (Rolf Noskwith) m»IpvIy 9917 YW NV DY 2017 INIA
NONPN YY NPON IR PIY NIN NN .0IPNIINVYY DTN >IN
JOINI 3NN NXINY 205320 VIIPD) ONAY NIV NIV PNHINN
PNYNIY PAINAG YDI8HI NNMITN LTI AN NPMDIVIINA YON NPONN 1D
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Their role in codebreaking and in our ''signals intelligence"
mission was out of all proportion to the size of the Jewish
community in Britain at the time. In turn, Bletchley’s
contribution to winning and shortening the course of the
war and therefore bringing to an end the Holocaust in Europe
is clear.

21 NXD PIND 17'X712 DITINY NI7'WO W DAION NN 19
Martin Sugarman, "Breaking the codes: Jewish personnel at Bletchley Park", Jewish
Historical Studies, Vol. 40 (2005), pp. 197-246, Published By: Jewish Historical Society
of England, https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jewish-personnel-at-bletchley-
.park-in-world-war-ii
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Robert Hannigan, "The Jewish Codebreakers Who Won the War", The Jewish 20
Chronicle, 26.1.2017. https://www.thejc.com/lifestyle/features/jewish-codebreakers-
.who-help-ed-win-the-war-1.431345
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https://media.defense.gov/2021/ :NSA -0 'V INNIYY DODNN 'DNDNY7 .| VIDI YT
.Jul/15/2002763671/-1/-1/0/SPEC_INT_10JUN43.PDF

Robert Louis Benson, SIGINT and the Holocaust, UNCLASSIFIED NSA DOCID 3674579 22
released by NSA on 03-22-2010 FOIA Case #60309. https://www.nsa.gov/portals/75/
documents/news-features/declassified-documents/cryptologic-quarterly/sigint
and_the_holocaust.pdf
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.Helen Fry, The Walls Have Ears, Yale University Press, 2019
.The JC, "The Germans who Bugged for Britain", The Jewish Chronicle, 10.5.2012
https://www.thejc.com/news/uk/the-germans-who-bugged-for-britain-1.33276
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DoMON NYNON HY NYTINNY
,MYVINT NNMIN a9ya

2 N’ NN

YN ,920v901 8 ApHaa

925°V792N RA¥NY INRY O
TNYNIY,TPOVININTIROY NN
12172 ,OP2Y XNDRD DXNIND MTNMY N>IIN MOYIY ©XPOVIRD 112NN
920V9D12 8721 19N .INY DY NININY ,I1DIY01 ,11POVIR DIV ORPIINDN
PYIN NNV 050N JY PITNND ININDIPON VINT Y1IN 18:30 Nywa

1'7ITNQ NDX'O 7R

Laura Bava, Aiding gli Ebrei’ - Delasem under fascism, 1939 to 1945, University of 1
.Notre Dame Australia, 2016, p. 58

Josef Caruana, Secret signing in Malta of final Italian armistice during World War 2
1,12 January 2014
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V1IN NIND O N2 NN RD PHYTRIIIOND HYInND) ,0XpHvUIND DY
,JPPOVIRN NYIION NN AN AWN,D2INN .NMIN NYYD NAYd 15 DY
LPYVIN PN DX IYIAD NP 1AY,YUNRIND NI NN HYIY NN
PIND PWIOVUN IRINNY NOPM NIOVIN TIHNY PIITRI INDOND D»ONI1A

OTIH212 ONYYNN NN DIPNDI PHVIR 0IITY NHVIIN TIT

NOYNNY DY, MOVIROINVTR PON PINIAN MYYININIDIVID RN NYA
NTNN MHVNNND NYIIRA P VIZYI MIYAN NN TONM POITNRA
DYIND 5NNV Y2201 15355 YIPD TIN (N>219) NPIAOP ,NMI9NP , 1P D)
19911943 9290PIN2 1372, 1I001YNN QDI NNY INRY L1920 NININD
1920 NP TNIY POVIN NDAN N YIIN .NMINI DY NNNON MIVIR TIN
3,191 MmiYyaa

MTIPO NYY ,NYNINA DN YPHVIND NAND ,NYNON AN DNNI TYND
TONN MOSNON OY OPTNRN XVTHN NPMNIN KXY HI'HOLVPNN NN
.V NDY 70 DIPYVIND OYDNN IINYI T2 POYTRI HYAM

ANIANIDDY HYTNINDD HYIIH MINNIND

201010 MYNID M NOHYNN INIPN 0N ,D0MNNN IYIOY NLYa
YN ITINIP YNINID XD 1Y ANMIDN NPAN I0OND INMONNY INNRD
NN ,P720 MYV 1WA ND PITYY NLYA 1IN MONA .ARIWYN
OIMY "NIYPIVINRN NPVDIINONIDN NPIDININ' NNNDOVY NPTH OIPN
NAND D1OVNIY MNINO¥I 99TV HYAINN IR NN RIN . (Salo) 1YNRD Pya
LN WD VDY IPHVIND

DIPYVIN RAN OVIN MWIPN WHIAON NLYI MTIINNN NIYNN NN
D12¥N NNNNNY DINVNN PHRNNND ININNIY ID9N . NMIONIDA
L) 0Y DT ION O9N MNP L PIRDNY IWONN HTYY DNOORY
SYHOVDIVAN NIAND U)INNDN YININY INIY D029 DYIPYN ITONN 1IN
NOWNN SY NIIRIY NNVP QR Y .N1MINT NTHIAY NINDIT IR IPNDIN
DNN IDNMNN NY NNMIND ,OI2IDIN MYNIL PPHVIN NPVDIVI
.N9YVNI MYIAON MTHN IRYIIND NYIAD NI>TNI NPIVIRD

ALY NNPY GP>NN NINT MITINND NYINN WNNN NN MYV
MYa OYIN N NDN MHINYNNY 19N RY 0N 0NNV NOHVIY

.Coles and Weinberg, Ibid, p.221 3
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N L (PTNAD) NTO KXY NNN L1943 MIva NHNN D10V MTHINDN
9Y AN .DMINVN DY NPIRON DININ MDY N NDY XYY INNXINN
19NN N3N MOYYY ,1944-1943 971N NHRNYNN NODN R NYIIN 1D 9
DY NIYNN NONN IRIPY .NNOVP 0NV MNAPY PYN TN PIDY
YD AUN TIVN PIND NN MOYA 0NN 1944 ¥dPPa) 215X, NNDIN

.DIDINNN MTNINNN MOIWad

YYIN OY OMIVININITTNIN NNDITDY, 027 DOPY9 NNINPIYNRINIAOYWA
TINA .NI22Y MITINNN NYIIN OININ DY NNYPNN DR YaAPY 15 WP
»¥99270 (SOE) D> TN DYYNIND HYNIND O NNPNN NIV NYIDY
NTPIN OY PNHR T IYP THY 12D NITINNN NYIN MIYIY 2T»11Y
YNNG D) 19 NMDID DY INRIAND SYIND 1IN INMYNNNIL . N0 MYyl
.DMVYN NIHVIN

YIYYAY, NMYIY9IY NIMINID 1TD2 NIFTNA NNNOND MITINNN DY
PN NN INMPY 0Y27Ya) RN OY VINYR NINN WY I1HYa 915 1943
NNRY ONIND OYIN . .OTNIN DOYNINY DINN NTPNID 2INVN GNYNN
MIN 1944 N >ANIY MITINDN NYIN 2N 190N XN DI 10N
APIYN AWPN LTV PYY PODY NYPNN TNIMNIAY YIN 9IN DOWININD
19983 IIND 9NYY 1Y1n Oy (CLN) »IRD HINYD TYNN Oy I8N
PINRD TYN2 NPHOIN NOWNN NON 1944 VOMIND L (CLNI) nIYVIN
DTN PINIY MTINND HYNN DY DINIRD 7D ODINND 2 JNIND
SY DOPYVIN DD 1357 DXV DPMY 35 1YY 1944 92NnVIDA
VINDR NNNN YIYYI DXWIDYY 2INNN Y2 DXTNIMI DIYNINYD HNINN
ANTPAN OY VAP WP INOP

,TORPININRD (0SS) 0IVIVON DXMIYY TIWNN NNNOD NYYS 112112
NNNN OYINNN NININD NIV NDVINN,ORYTIIN HY INMYNIA
DN DOVTIINIAYY  PIPTIDIY NP0 NMNLIVONY  NLNRPAY
DXMPYY TIVNN HYI DXTNIN DOYNINYD HNIND DY NPNINRD MTPIND
1IN DY) ,NNRNND PNYAY DNIIDY 112 DIV INPHRNN DIIVIVON
.NTO992) NPYVIN DIVTAY NIRIAND MITPIND DY PN WP

Elizabeth Barrett Browning, SPECIAL OPERATIONS EXECUTIVE, 1940-1946: 4
SUBVERSION AND SABOTAGE DURING WORLD WAR Il Series One: SOE Operations in
.Western Europe, Part 5: Italy, 1941-1948, Public Record Office Class HS 6/775-908
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NNNINN INRPIINRD DXARYNN NYPYN OY) DOYNIND MOYNNN DY
1719210 NHAY NHITNY ,NI2N MY DY NON DININ MY P MIND
0772 NPITID ,NPPONPA NIV DD IDIPN BN LOIRPIINND
;NN MITINDN NYIND THPXY PYI 07T VTN 0NN NN
.NY21>1y 0”1

NYNN OY DXP DX0N INNO 0N OINIRD Y P2 MA>PN G DY
YNNI NN DIV AN NNORIVON DN YD NYIPOYDY MTINNN
LOTNN PN DY TINMA 359Y) 27 PYWTIN PIONRD DN INRYN NN
LN, DINNA 1N, M2 DY A9NYDY DXIN2) NN9N YNVY ¥IaoY
JINDNMYIMND

NV 6,000-1 AN DNMVVIAY NN MY 1PAYN NOIWNN THNNI
920 MYYA NTPON 12 DODN BNNY 1944 505 5. NNNY SYNNNY TN
TNV PN 2N PMIAPYDY ,PYVIN AN MNIND MINYY TNy
NNN MNINYN DY), 1PHVIN NIYI MTINNN NYIN YW NNPRY S0P
WTRN PVLIPINTN NPPHVLIND NPTHY DIDIN

DYNINND DY NTND NIYVINAL WYYS DOVDIVINY DMINVNY N
NDI92 0N ,0%17 NMIMIPNI NYNIYY 51N) MY WY | ND W»OY
9QON 1475 MO TIN L, NNIIVD NIN NVIDIY NTID NLNINI ,NIPVTIN
29PN 019 Y YD MOYMNN TIN R DYHN NIANINDI NO9N ,NNIANP
92NY NNPYNN XY NIININ NYVOIVAN NPITNN .NIYHYON NMDIYVIIND
MDY 295,079 IN,NITINNN NYIIN P2 NNINNY NHNNND IWPa
MYIY9I 2IWN PON PN OOWIY .NMDIVIIND Y95 1PAY , D227 MNIPNa
PYTINIODNY DN IDNN,DMNNMIYY IRYD 1,10 1), MTINNN

YYTIND HNNN IP 1PIAN MOYA NAPNN NINYI IWNRD ,1944 1PND2
TN NIYIN,MTNINNN NYNN DY NNVNNRNDI NYP NIPN NIIY 9NN
DYTNNN AWURD ,D>99X1 OYIN .OMINN DINRI IMDYIY W»D RY
NANI .NIRY N2 HDVIN NIDOYIN O NYTIN ,N>H12N MOV NAapNN
TYNN 002 DY TONNNY NPOVIPINT NYYNN 19105 NNONN NPHVIN
P20 MOYA MINRAY NYIND TY MIIVIR PNANIY INIRD MINYD

NYPNI MNOY YR QIN 18571 MOYVIN NION NNNYNN INNRY
, 0990 QYN 29 DTN NYIND OO PN TPHMYN ON 35 ;MTNINNN
L0111 2,000-5 11N0Y IR NNONA L. DOV PN ONN 683

.Condit, Ibid, p. 10 5
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- DTN DYVIVAY MPHVIND TYON NP

DTN OOYS1NIY PPYITIN

’912 MOXN 11 MINWN (DELASEM) NPpYVIRN TY0N MDD DY NaANN
.D2NVN T NNVY NN YIDYD DY) NIOVIN YW NNYMD DY ,1943
YDA ,DONNINY NI NINNNY NTIY NXONI NN 1943 12001 872
YRM ONN DY INVLY YO DTN TIND IONN ,DXPYVIND DIVDIYIN
M Yy DYDY PAY DOPHVIN DINNN P2 1IMNAN R OYAN IINARN
NTNYNN NNINNY NSYI DWNY ,NITIN 7OV 1IN NINNI DN DIMY
TOYNYN DRTONN NY2IND OMVDXYAN MNOVOYN .NINVINY 119272
DV INSHY YTNI YINOY TIN ININAYI RMINIY IR OTIVN DY
DYDY NOXTIY

NNV YD DIV OININ INDITAIPHVIRD DYN NYINN R NNPNA
NN 2PN DAYVON TOPINPN NDION .IPIVIN TIT 952 0¥ 1IN 1Yo
TIPOIVINAN NRINYD NYPOVIRD TYON MIDND HY DMDINN OXTIVNN
YO NPHVIN YINID NDIDVY OOXNRIND DN 1AYIN NNV IP AP
NIRIN2 PNV NOYNI NPNHIND MD>NIPN TYI MHNIN .O>THIN PNDNY
.15920 MYYA DY PYITIND MDNIN MTPON NAIPA NNPHRNNI YOININ
DYOIN ,NMIN INIRD NN DOYAND YN NMDUINI INYI YOININ
NYNN YYD MINTIPN DNIYN YIINI NNIIY NPNYNN Y9 5Y ,NPNYNI
1°2), NPV PYNNY MIDTN NNYIND R NNPN .NNPY MTINTN
DOXVDIVINT DINNIN MTIN INNONY DTN 99K NYMD [ INYND
NN POVIR IR MIAPYL .O0NONNY MIRTY 000V NIV 19TVY
DOXMNANN PN N2 IVNIY OXTININ 19DNY MIVIAON NITNN NNNYD
VAY O>1IN 44,500 TINN .V PINYT ANRY TOYIYYNR ANyl
37 VYN NRIYAIDI ONN 7,682 ,0°3ND701N >7°2 NYIADIYW NYa NPYOVINI
LOPYVIRD OYN NOINY MITINY TYON NID MWD MTIN 1T 9N
DOINPN DO MTHINND NYIN TINMA

VN DAY 29 HY G DIYad NDWNN PPNINNNN TYDN MDD

YT NOIR HY NAYION NYI NNMP RO DI OX INND UNYY DIN9N
DYy ,MTINNN NYIN OY PITN N2V PNNdY TIN OXTNI1N DIYNIM
DIVIVOR DMPYY TIVNN DY) PVOI12N DXTNVPN DXYNIND SNINn

.The resistance movement in Italy. www.resistance-archive.org 6
NIYD NNINT 'T2I0N 19DN N, 01 T, 70INGANIDR DITINZY VTR DD 7
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YTI0YN 1991 (SIM) YPOVIND PY>TIND MY DY TINAY INPIIIND
INDIRN DY NYN NPNYNN D01 DY QDRNIY PWTIND YD NN OMvD
IINYNNIINNR DO AN R NPNYN . NPDOINIINILOMINN MIYY NHYOY
TNV NI MIRNY 29 JY G DPIVOIRND 2 71MOY) NN 2ONND

.1946 mywa

NDIN2 NLDAINF7OIND TYDN NIID ' TIWD

mpbomn PITNHND HYIINA DYTINY DIVIN

PN PON MITVNANI MITINND NYIN OY NIOVIR TN HY OMNTIN
YNNANT PINDY MINN ,O023191 YPNYN ,D5925910 139y MW
1848 ANRY ION DOYIIY NNN .NIYY YYNN NRNA NIYDVIND INNINNY
DOXVIYYNY DXIYYN NNYI D) 199), 01NN HY DNPNIOT NIV 920N
1951 NY DNV 122N 199N . ONYMIN NN DN INY DMWYN AIRND YV
SYa DXV NYINYI TID> NIMDT NTION NPNRY NIINI OYIPNNY
,ONT YV IN ,DOVDONINIDY DXVDMNNIP 13D ,NP0VO91970 DM NYN
.DY1IN” DYVIVDVING IND
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4.5%70) MTINDN NYNN MY MND DTN DRV DIIIND
995N NMOIVIIND 9991 .5%07D PN ,NYH1dN NAYOVINI DINITPNN
INNAND 1Y PYVIN YINTT OIPN HO2 .(MTINNN NYNNY §I08N
.MMV ONYINY IATINNY OXTIN NINND 1D JN, MTHINNN NYIN
PN INIONN BN, NPIVINITIN H9D TITL NN NHNYOIDN 1PNIY YA
MINNNNY OMIVIIN N, MTINNN NYNN IX IDIINY MAPN
Y95 NTIN 0NV MNP OXPNY NAYNN IR TNY NN RY .O>Y2
oy IND DTN .NPYANRY NPNYVIN Y1 MINN NININI NYYIY
40 DMPIVIN DIV MYIT NNON TIN DOV YN DOV DNYIAN
MTN POV V5L BN DOININ PNOOYD TINND OXTINID DNIINRY HY
YNNI ,INDNNN PPLIDIN KV DVVAY YTINTY MYNN 1NN DY
VR OTIN AWR TPIIDON TMPNM PINNT NYINYT HOVOIMPN
INTINY GRY NYND 0) 1PN DYIN .NIDIN DNV JYNRID YTHYY 1NIDIPNHN
1970X8N OYVLVIVIN OMYIN KV PPN OYY DVWIN OY
YTNINNN IYNND

NYND ONA,MTINNN NYNNA O TPOND HI2 OXTHIN XINND NN 1N
ST9 9¥ 0 2PN NTYA 0NNV AIN MININ MITHYD WNINY

:TPPOVINRD MTINNN NYINNANMOIAN NPTIN> NMNTNN NN IOND

(Almansi) Y9319 NV
1949 MHWA Y09 NNI91 1877 MIVA THI PDINYR NVIT

AN PYVINI NPTV MPDPN TYY A"PY N2 1939 nyva
MTOPINI N, DI NXOVPAN 2T, NMAYN - IPHVIND NPI9DINN
.1945 mywd Ty NIwn 09N NNNYNN

SV SYINT TPYVIN NIVYN DY IHDON NPONN PO WNIY NNNYNN 29y
NNINDIN 1938 MV NPYVINI YN YPIN DIDID .NITHIA OMNMY MNINND
NO¥IY 9N NY,1939 MYV NPUNRY TY OY9IR ITPANN 1AYND NHYNNN
NOWNN NHINNRY NITN T2 TPINI NIYY PYNN ,TNNN NDIPN
92XV PIND NNV DY NIYDIFT PNIIDR DY NNYY 1PN DI T MIOVIR
.DYTNN MY

THRYY NYDVLIND DYTIN DYVI99Y TYDN NNDID NN TOMY O YOINON
YPYTIN YDA PIVIN ITIN NINNA NN OYSHND TN NN .NYNIA
.92 MYyab
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NI OTIND 217 NOND PN YIS NN AN DMIMARNT DIWIVNRN THN
YAVDIN TPON ,2INNIN VAP VIIN 1943 ~2 NOXNIN MVINYNN INRY
NI SOMNON LNONYIRD ONOYY 1D NIIY ONIN NIXR D7D HNn ,dya
AN NMID DY 7PN NN ,DINTAY 191D DIYYND TUNI 1Y NN
, N3N 2VIN NN DNNIN AN )'P 110 QORY Ty .09 wWNnY
YTYIYIND NINND ORININDY NNPN YTIN N2 NN PNONY NIYONN
DY9IND TNINYY INIINN DININ DININ .ONINY ,DX0DIWIN DINNIN
8198 ©9YN NIVYD OYIN ,DNOYY VYN YTININ

LINON TN HY DITHIN 2AYND AN NVIYA Y0 IDININ

(Valiani) (195%1) N9 1N*Y
TVDIND NYI9NIND ,NNI92 1909 MV 1Y (10IN) MINODY INY
1999 MIVa 909, NN

MY .NPTNN NN - H¥IN ANT 1PN HY INTIT N2 NINMN INAD

MV ,VDOYIVIN 1PN INPYN TIY OPYOIRD MY NN dHpn 1927
TPONNY VIINNI NYIIN NRIN OINDIN TH MINNND )NIN IPY I8Y) 1928
NPY8N 1936 MV .NPYININD NPIND NNMNY VDNIMPN MIYINY

Marco Misano, "The Gold of Rome: an Incredible Story from the Nazi Occupation", 8
.RomanJews, 8 December 2019. https://www.romanjews.com
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,(N99%1 NNYY Y'MNY NYvaY
APPOPNY IPINA L, T1I9D2
17902 DOXNNNRD NNNSNI
DONMY DY ORIAND ANON VNOY
TN XNIND WINY OMPOVIN
D9IN .O0MPPYNNNY PYI NI
DY "1IDIYIN-9INVIA!T DODN
™My ,0vNINMPa INNINNRY NP
- N9wan mdand iy 1939
MPNM PIND NYNN mMOan
2T MVP NNMNY NHION

.DPN2N NYOIPINTA

N9I¥A MINOYY XYY 1940 Mmwa
DXNNRN NNNYNA INNYY DIVDMNMIPN OY INNRY OXINKR DOVIYY DY
1291 19191 NH1NAY NIYONN NIV 12YI) [N NINHIA XY NIN .TH902
LDV NAXMIPOPNRY

DTN 0NN HNIND D), NPHVIN DY NNYNID INNRY ,1943 nyvwa
PMDID IDIN TIRND NN .POVIN PNANAY DAIVVIID NANY NHYN
LMPIVIN NANAY ININD MIANYY TYNN NN PNINY 9N XYM DY XI9DD
MYNNNI D20 MYY2 OY DT )NIN DY 050NN YNDIND NN 2IND
PO DPOY MDYN HYa PN N OODN .OMMIVIVOR DIXMIYD TIWNn
NY MIYY INNY PYVINI TPOIPINT APTNRY PYNN IR NNINY
291 INYIA PYIADINND TIND NN MTHINNN NYINY IWIN ,DVW9
DXARYN YPYND THND NN N3N MDY TONI NIIVIR 1N9¥2 OYIYN
.Ya9) NIYY 99MIYY NLYIA INAY HYNN NNPNL D1

NYIDYN TAN 1PN NN MNNMIPNNTD DY 2INODY TP 1945 999N

DYIN) 2151011 HY HNNT INRN NN IIYIRY MITINNN NYIIN O1IIN

YN NNV NOIYP IV DY INND DNIRNINND MYP YT
7.(MINDMI MAaNN

.Philip Willan, "Leo Valiani", The Guardian, 21 Sep 1999 9
.https://www.theguardian.com/news/1999/sep/21/guardianobituaries.philipwillan
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2N - IMYINY AINRD NPV MIDYY PPDIN NNNINN DINA
MY L IPNVDIN ORNNY N MINODY 194771 1HVANN - NHYIN
SNVID - PONY DININRD OINVYN

(Jacchia) nrprt van

,NODNYION YTIN PTTNY L, IAN .INDI22 1896 NIV 19N NIPR PIN
NYTNI NVONIV DR DYDY MY¥INY DY PPHVIR LYV PN
PR ATIND NNYRIN OIYN NNNYNY NPOVIN NDID BY .NPPHVIND
YSAIY N IPAINTIINN TITI2 NVYWY ANNPY THDIN OPYVIND RAND
TONNA ANTINT TN DIPIY NYAIND NRYD 310 INNONN INNRD . NYp
TTIND NV NNN DY, 1DIN NP DINYI T0IY ININD IMIY

LMINYNN 251

TNYY THADIN OORTPRN PTIND NN NYPR 0YOUN NNNDNN INRD
MZAN5 40NN VOIININIDIVINY JDIND ,NNNDN P> INPNL . PT
YVINDVN INIPRID NN INYT DIVDIVANY TNRY .N2I1VI1IY NVDOVIN
TPIYN IR MIAPYL .NPVDOVIN NN ,NRNNA LY ,1924 niva
DYVDOYAN IDVYNNY R .ONPMON DX I INDIN ITIWND IWNIN
.1319122 1T TNY WY DMWY DOIWYI NITII0NY

1INYIO1 NIONY NI NINNIY ,MTINNN NYNNY 908N 1943 niva
NNon NVY ,(Emilia) NY9MIN IR DIPVIDN TPINY NP DIINIANN
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VAN NN WION NN
Na NN PN OYIN ,0Ma W
NYNNY N9I0VNN NN ON LN
ANNI MAIPA NN HTHNNN

1099919 NN

T2 Damy 1944 voMINa
NI DOPYVIRN DVDVIN
YPOVIN NYIVA GNYNY INRD ININD

D)ama

VW' IT PN 1D NOIR DY
LDNND AINKRD AN

(Sereni) 290 1H9INN
NYII2 1907 MV 19 M0 POINN
VAN, MNN TRYNIN TPTIN NNV
D .YVIN TIN DY OWIND INDT NN
,TPNINMNIND ININ D[P MINOPN D
.DPODMIIMIPN MIYINY 90NN 20 51N
NINn MAY Yoy DYWYYN  nnva
MMM DY WIN DI9Y ,TDIVIND
OYY TPNOINN MOVDIMIPN MIYINN
ININNNY NIPIVIRN MDD NN
,IDNIY NPDVIND 9N 1930 Nywa LOYSN
1PI2NY PINY MIANYN MIAPYIL DN
NAINY RY NN YDP Pax Y
PVDOWATVIND IMYIYIL PPYNRM
VoYY 1943727 ,NPHVINY aYw TYnNNa

MNIN YY YDA NYMNI INNON 2ID .NIMAY NYOSN OYIN VW YU
MIZ9NN 1Y NIPNY N2 NID .NITINNN DY DY 00NMIPN IDIN

Susan Zuccotti, The Italians and the Holocaust: Persecution, Rescue, and Survival, 10

.Lincoln USA, 1988, p. 263
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1945-1944 0>wa) ,1PY0IN PNAX HY INIRD NINYD TP NYODIMPN
.N2IMYNN MNANN PN YR TNY

MTIAYN W VOV TYNND ,NNNIN WD DNN NNNONN INNRY
1 9350309 9N NYINHD NYD0IN NHYNNI NIPIIINN

(Terracini) »298NX90 1V93MIN

1895 mHwa YN OPENIV IVIANIN
TINNN NN .DXTIN TN DNavny
NOYN NN THY OWY ,I1PNVIY 9TNa
TOUND INT 22 YD MO OYIN .NPIIYN
DOPOVIN OMDY PN PTINYD NN
DT9NN 0NN NN IN AW TN
99080 ,729216 )2 M1 ,1911 myva

DVDYONINIDN WD NYINY

TNIURIN OYN NNNONIAY INND
TMOY SNN OPYVIRND RANA NVY
PVTIOY TONNI IPNIVI DVIVYN
IYHNN OPMINND DMYY YINNN
MVOIMIPN MYINN IR DY OYPN 1921 NIV ,HOVONIMPN
VIOV PENRID NNY NPD0IND SVDIVAN NOYYN NAIPNL .NOPOVIND
LANYND MIINNY XY SN2 0NV NIYY

VAR NR APAD TON MPIRIV MY 1943 Mva POVIR NYID DY

, MIND NIN DINNN YD D 1N NAYD .NINHONND NRD NP DY

NN (VONIMIPN) NNAYNN DY DXVDVIN DTN TAN DOYIN
NPMNYY DA

NOIVIN PNRYI MTINND NYINY 908N NPHVIRY 1v 1944 nyva

712Y1Y NIVIRN NIRIN PINY PN DY NN NLY - VIINNRYS HINAY
DMLY IIINY 1944 720VIDI 10-8 D2 .NMNVY D12V DX9IND
PIV0N NN OIPYRIV .NMNNY NPAD219912INPNI MNRND DR OXPHVIND
M2y .0°AVIN 99X 8571 MY DY 32 DAY ,NPAYN9N DY 1H5ON

.Museum of the Italian Judaism and the SHOA ;21D 'Xax |NIXn 7w NN 11
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,D»PNNY NYTN APYYININY ,INKRD NN 0INNN 9PN 0 DIWIIND
LO2NVN MY 2P NTYD TON 2NN 9D NOOWNT MTINNN OYIN

THY MY 0MYY POPYVIRD VINDIAY MPINIV AN NNNYNPN INKY
DY 1Y MOID YNNIV YPIVIND VINDINIY NYVDINMIPN MDD YNII
1983 mywa ymin

(Olivetti) Y0299 1N 1INOYTN

1901 MHYA 1Y PVDLIN NNOVTR
YOVIIN PYNP VAN .NINA

IYITN DIvTH NHAN IR T
YNNI OINYNRIN NN 1909 nyva
YYLVINAY MVDIVIIVIND
N1 NRYN Y17 DHNIY IONY
D PNHRD AND DT MDY
my Ty nNY 1P PI» nyavy
PIY Yy 019 0>INNN ANd 1925
DOYPYYNI PN9N 0N ,ONHAN
NN yNa5 DOIPOVIND
NTND NN OY PNY NS5
12 1N .PPNYIN NVINR 9P
NNYYNRY DIIMYYN MSINI P2

.PVDXWAN NYIIND DR

YPOYN YIY DOXVIYVYN NNva
NN PAYN HITNA NNSVNN
M NNITR NAY NHAND DN
MDA NIXRY MY IN NN
DOVIYYN NIV .D2IYI NNIYNIN NIXRYIIN NININ NNON 0N, NI
DOYNIN SYY DXOTINN DY JOP RY 190N NPYOYNVY ,NNANND NOYWNN
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These pictures under severe war conditions contradict the stereotype
of the American Jew as a shirker, or as someone who looks for cushy
assignments like ”quartermasters”. They also show the empathy of
an American Jewish serviceman for a young Arabic boy whose mother
had been killed in a bombing in Algeria, during the North African
campaign, and whom "he adopted”. How can one account for such
a large collection of material? Who took pictures of Captain Paper
including one with the little boy in his barracks? The veteran offered
his answer to that question when the interviewer asked him in 1992 if
he had a camera with him during his military service:

In the engineers, we had film, we had cameras, we even had
trailers that we could develop the pictures in. That’s why I
have so much of it, because what we would do when we had
a job like we had a blown bridge, we had to go out and take a
picture of that bridge, so that we knew what kind of supplies
to get to repair the damage, to repair the bridge site. (...) I
didn't exactly take the pictures myself, but I had people to
do that. And when it was all developed, what I thought I
wanted, I kept.*

On May 7, 1945, in a schoolhouse in Reims, France, where he had his
headquarters, the five-star General accounted for the "victorious army
of almost five million fighting men”, Canadian, American, French
and British forces among them, together with ”the women who ably
assisted them”. The Supreme Commander of the Allied Expeditionary
Forces claimed that the »truly heroic figure of this war” was "GI Joe
and his counterpart in the Air, the Navy, and the Merchant Marine of
everyone of the united nations” .*

40 Interview with Maurice Paper by Morton Horvitz, National Museum of American
Jewish Military History, March 18, 1992.

41 ”"The General Dwight D. Eisenhower Story” - WW2 REEL History.
https://youtu.be/21plelA5yf4.
The United Nations Charter was adopted and signed after the end of the war, on June
26, 1945. It became effective and ready to be enforced on October 24, 1945, after the
Japanese surrender
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during military service therefore led individual soldiers to reflect on
their Jewishness and on Jewish problems. Maurice Paper’s powerful
reflection should be recalled: "Because of my experiences I saw what
can happen to a people, a whole people”.?® What remains untold is
perhaps what matters most. Many Allied Jewish soldiers share with
survivors of the Shoah the necessity to "keep silent””, as Maurice Paper
did for a long time. Was it the fear that nightmares would plague his
nights, or that no one would believe him or want to hear about it. More
generally speaking, most GIs were unable to share their experience.*
All in all, the Baltimore Jewish officer left a significant collection of
his wartime experiences: a memoir written under the pressure of
his family, an interview and numerous photographs given to the
National Museum of American Jewish Military History as archival
material. They constitute a valuable archive that present multiple
forms of evidence of the multi-faceted experiences and challenges of
a young combat engineer who served in North Africa, Italy, France,
and Germany. These photographs (which he identified on the back)
capture moments before or after a battle, or the destruction of a
bridge under harsh conditions. These shots exemplify his courage and
devotion to the task and make him a symbol of the universal ”GI Joe".

38 ”Maurice Paper, Dachau”, GIs REMEMBER: Liberating the Concentration Camps, Exhibit
catalog. National Museum of American Jewish Military History, not dated, p.46. While
American soldiers like Paper witnessed what Jewish displaced persons had suffered,
the new recruits who came as occupation troops did not understand why Jewish DPs
were reluctant to rebuild Germany which had shattered their lives. Consequently,
they treated those DPs harshly. The War Department launched a campaign of
education to "improve the troops’ understanding of the plight and backgrounds of
the displaced persons”. Itis significant to point out that the publication entitled "Army
Talk 151” and dated November 30, 1946, was meant to be discussed in servicemen’s
discussion groups. It contains the following phrase in a concluding paragraph: "We
must remember that DPs are human beings, despite everything that the Nazis did
to them”. See reprint of Army Talk in Dinnerstein, America and the Survivors of the
Holocaust, pp. 307, 313.

39 Introduction by Robert M. Morgenthau in J. Eidelman, ed. Ours to Fight For, American
Jewish Voices from the Second World War, New York, Museum of Jewish Heritage - A
living Memorial to the Holocaust, 2004, p. 9. The American veteran and Chairman of that
Museum, Morgenthau wrote: "Veterans too, were unable to articulate fully the darkness
that dwelled deep within”. On American Gls in general, see the documentary film, *"We
Were There” (2011) by J. D. Andrews, JW.Arnold, and Eugenia Lee Francis Baker.
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CONCLUSION

Captain Paper, along with American Jewish GIs, fought as an American
citizen who protected the American way of life and democracy abroad.
Some war experiences endowed American Jewish soldiers with self-
confidence and a new sense of self-worth, especially as "liberators”
in Europe. This article has shown that meeting Jewish resistance
fighters in France strengthened Maurice Paper’s American Jewish
identity. Above all, it helps better understand the complexities of
being a Jew in World War II and in its immediate aftermath. Oral
history and "microhistory” offer a glimpse into the personal emotions
of service members. Facing the horrors of incarceration at the Dachau
concentration camp and discovering the scope of the extermination of
the Jews was traumatic for an American Jewish GI. In Paper’s case, and
for some soldiers (chaplains among them), the genocide of the Jews by
the Nazis triggered an awareness of the necessity of a Jewish homeland
in Palestine for the unwanted survivors.* Transformative moments

37 Abraham Klausner, A Letter to my Children, From the Edge of the Holocaust
(San Francisco: Holocaust Center of Northern California, 2002). In his memoir, the
American Chaplain chronicles his wartime experience and specifically his attitude
towards Jewish DPs.
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Of all of these DPs the Jews were in the most deplorable
condition. For years they had been beaten, starved and
tortured. Even food, clothes and descent treatment could
not immediately enable them to shake off their hopelessness
and apathy. They huddled together - they seemingly derived
afeeling of safety out of crowding together in a single room -
and they passively awaited whatever might befall. To secure
for them adequate shelter, to establish a system of food
distribution and medical service, to say nothing of providing
descent sanitary facilities, heat and light was a most difficult
task. They were in many instances no longer capable of
helping themselves; everything had to be done for them. >

Eisenhower was therefore partly aware of the Jews’ traumatic
experiences. In that respect, Yiddish speaking translators
were thus needed for operational needs in the immediate
postwar period. When in Dachau, combat engineer Paper had
fulfilled his mission to communicate in Yiddish Eisenhower’s
orders to the surviving Jewish remnants.

36 Dwight D. Eisenhower, Crusade in Europe, pp. 439-440. Eisenhower was moved by
the reports he received rather than because of his own views on Jews. For the quoted
piece of information he referred to "Occupation Forces in Europe, Series ”Displaced
Persons”, 1945-1946, Office of the Chief Historian, European Command, pp. 74-77.
However, if Jews "crowded together” it was mainly due to the cramped conditions in
most DP camps where Jews first coexisted with former Nazi collaborators under the
mask of DPs. This was before the publication of the Harrison Report in September
1945. Later, the creation of Jewish Displaced Persons camps provided a period of
transition that enabled the renewal of their cultural life and the hope to rebuild their
own lives. See Leonard Dinnerstein, America and the Survivors of the Holocaust, New
York, 1982, specifically the first two chapters and the reprint of the Harrison Report.
See also Frangoise S. Ouzan, How Young Holocaust Survivors Rebuilt Their Lives,
France, The United States and Israel (Bloomington, Indiana University Press, 2018),
especially pp. 1-13, 22, 26-30, 151-153, 213, 215, 257.
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of the Nazi camps and would not share their experience with their
family. As with Shoah survivors, their nights would be plagued with
nightmares. Unlike General Patton, General Eisenhower was moved
by the plight of Jewish Displaced Persons in DP camps.** His empathy
came from the revelations he found in the reports he received about
the Jews’ continuous suffering after the war. The well-documented
Harrison Report and some Army reports were both instructive and
convincing. As a result, Eisenhower did not condemn their apathy
(immediately after the liberation of Nazi camps) but tried to understand
it. He was aware that there were displaced persons who committed
suicide because they feared to return to their native lands when Allied
soldiers repatriated them forcefully:

35 Paper, My War, pp. 22-23. Interview with Maurice Paper by Morton Horvitz, March
18, 1992, National Museum of American Jewish Military History. A sentence from the
Harrison Report, written in August 1945, seems to echo Maurice Paper’s emotional
perception of the Jewish homeland of Palestine as a home for European displaced
Jewish people: "The evacuation of the Jews of Germany and Austria to Palestine
will solve the problem of the individuals involved and will also remove a problem
from the Military authorities who have to deal with it”. This official report, published
in early September 1945 revealed the tragic plight of Jewish Displaced persons in
DP camps. The report encouraged the British to issue immigration certificates for
Palestine to Jewish DPs. It also emphasized the necessity to open the gates of America
“under existing immigration laws”, adding that "the number [of refugees] who desire
immigration to the United States is not large”. Earl G. Harrison was Commissioner for
Immigration and Naturalization until 1944. In March 1945, he was appointed to act
as the US representative of the Intergovernmental Commission on Refugees. In his
report, he vigorously called for an immediate change in the treatment of Jewish DPs
by the American military. He also argued that it was essential to recognize Jewish DPs
as a group with ”special needs” and identity. See Report, Earl G. Harrison’s mission
to Europe to inquire into the conditions and needs of those among the displaced
persons in the liberated countries of Western Europe and in the SHAEF area of
Germany - with particular reference to the Jewish refugees -who may possibly be
stateless or non-repatriable”, undated [c. August 1945]. Dwight D. Eisenhower’s Pre-
Presidential Papers, Principal File, Box 116, Truman Harry S. Quote from the Harrison
Report, p.10.

35 More concerned with rebuilding Germany than with de-Nazification in Bavaria,
General Patton viewed DPs who languished in displaced persons camps as a
misfortune. In his diary, he singled out Jewish DPs as ” a sub-human species without
any of the cultural or social refinements of our time”. See Patton Diary, Oct.1, 1945,
in Martin Blumenson, ed., The Patton Papers, 1940-1945, Boston: Houghton Mifflin
Company, 1974, pp. 787-88.
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Abzug observed .** The captain from Baltimore became aware of the
fact that uprooted Jewish displaced persons had no home to which to
return. He commented in his memoir: "1 became a very strong Zionist
because I realized that there was no other answer for the Jewish
people”. Earlier on, in a 1992 interview with Paper, Morton Horvitz, a
US Army Chaplain who helped liberate several Nazi camps, asked him
to reflect on »the overall effect of the liberation and the experiences
connected with the liberation” and on ”how they influenced” him as a
Jew and as an American. Maurice Paper reiterated:

Well, I became a very strong Zionist, number one. I knew
there was no other answer but Zionism. I was approached
by the Haganah in Italy a year before that - I was such a
young officer they thought they could use me in the future
overthrow of the British Government - but I refused because
I wanted to go back home. But I've always, always been a
strong Zionist because I knew there was no other answer for
the Jewish people and I was influenced stronger because of
my experience in the war, and because I saw, I saw what can
happen to a people, a whole people, in a very short time, five
or six years wiped out six million Jews. So that’s how my life
was influenced after that. But most of it, I kept inside, and I
never spoke about it much.**

The liberation of the Dachau concentration camp was a life-changing
experience for most soldiers, Jews and non-Jews alike. But war
experiences affected the service members’ sense of Jewishness in
personal ways. Many of them would keep silent about the discovery

33 GIs REMEMBER, p. 7. Abzug argues that awareness of the strong undercurrent of
antisemitism both in the American civil society and in the military "informed the
minds and hearts” of the American Jewish soldiers who confronted the camps.
Therefore, he added, In many cases, they experienced deep conflict between fear and
sympathy, as if on each survivor’s face they could read the unavoidable comparison:
"It could have been you”. Ibid. See also Robert H.Abzug, Inside the Vicious Heart:
Americans and the Liberation of the Nazi Concentration Camps, Oxford University
Press, 1985.
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One my Sergeants opened a door to one of the cattle cars and
dead bodies fell out at our feet.

They were mostly old men and children who had been left
to starve or suffocate. We could tell they had been there for
some time, and it was more than any one of us could bear.
The combination of the smell and the vision of the atrocities
overwhelmed us. We made our way silently back to our Jeep.*

Many Jewish service members who liberated the Nazi camps oscillated
between sympathy, helplessness and fear because they realized it
could have been their fate, had they lived in Europe.?? But before they
interacted with the emaciated and weak Jewish survivors, there was
an untold connection between them. The connection between the
American Jewish servicemen and the Jewish survivors was ”built upon
the simple but powerful recognition of Jewishness”, historian Robert

31

32
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Paper, p. 23. A seventy-one-page report entitled "Dachau” was prepared by the Office
of Strategic Services Section, Seventh Army, undated, Dwight D. Eisenhower Library,
Abilene, Kansas. https://www.eisenhowerlibrary.gov/sites/default/files/research/
online-documents/holocaust/report-dachau.pdf.

Based on the short testimonies of American liberators collected in the exhibit catalog
entitled GIs REMEMBER: Liberating Concentration Camps, published by the National
Museum of American Jewish Military History, Deborah Dash Moore emphasized in
her book GI Jews that Maurice Paper who became a "very strong Zionist” "drew
different conclusions” from most Jewish Gls upon discovering the horrific existence
of concentration camps. She subtly noted: "The camps revealed the shocking
depths of antisemitism and the pitiable vulnerability of Jews. These were strange
revelations to victorious American Jewish soldiers”. Dash Moore, G/ Jews, How World
War Il Changed a Generation, Cambridge, Massachusetts, Harvard University Press,
2004, p.233. On the reactions of American Jewish military to the discovery of death
camps, see Ibid, pp. 223-237. Thanks to the memoirs that Paper published after the
publication of his short testimony used in the exhibit catalog of the National Museum
of American Jewish Military History in Washington it was possible for me to develop
further his war experiences and their impact on his life.


https://www.eisenhowerlibrary.gov/sites/default/files/research/online-documents/holocaust/report-dachau.pdf
https://www.eisenhowerlibrary.gov/sites/default/files/research/online-documents/holocaust/report-dachau.pdf
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liberated death camps a little later:

»The men had all quietly listened while I spoke but one man
in the back of the crowd said: "Why would we leave? Where
would we go? We have nothing and no one”.*

A significant moment for Maurice Paper was when he started speaking
Yiddish to the survivors. They did not trust him immediately and
doubted he spoke for "The American General”. They asked him by what
Hebrew name he was called to the Torah and Paper provided the right
answer: "Yitszhak ben Zev”. Paper added that after a silence a voice
said: ”Only a Jew would know that”. »And that was my acceptance”,
the combat engineer concluded.?

In his memoir, Paper recalled those scenes he had long repressed
because ”some things are just too traumatic to discuss, and I didn’t talk
about Dachau for years”.*® The liberated inmates called others who
remained in their barracks to meet "their liberator from the American
Army” . Maurice Paper and his sergeants distributed all the candy and
cigarettes they had with them and emptied their Jeep "of everything
edible”. The captain was struck by the fact that some survivors "even
ate the candy with the wrapper still on”. He then explained to them
that he could not enter the camp any further because of the risk of
typhus contamination. Accompanied by his sergeants, Paper walked
around the perimeter of the camp »while inmates pointed out the gas
chambers and the cattle cars lined up on the siding”. The sergeants in
his combat engineer unit always had a camera with them. They took
pictures of some of the inmates, of the bodies, and even of the ovens
meant to burnt up the bodies into ashes. A scene remained etched in
Maurice Paper’s mind:

28 Paper, My War, p. 22. On the complex act of liberation in general and on medical
care in Dachau in particular, see Dan Stone, The Liberation of the Camps, The End
of the Holocaust and its Aftermath, New Haven: Yale University Press, 2015, pp. 113,
115-116.

29 Paper, My War, p. 23.
30 Ibid.
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deliberately, in order to be in position to give firsthand
evidence of these thingsif ever, in the future, there develops a
tendency to charge these allegations merely to propaganda.

Eisenhower’s anticipation foreshadows what is called today "Holocaust
denial”. As a General under the shock of the discovery of the Nazi
concentration and extermination camps, he also thought of how
to communicate with Jewish survivors from Europe and dispatched
service members who were conversant in Yiddish. Eisenhower did
not only display knowledge of military strategy but also a talent for
organization and for pinpointing the right individuals for the task.
The General thought that servicemen should be treated as individuals
by their officers, rather than cogs in a war machine. One of his
reflections is worth mentioning: »Early in the North African campaign
it became evident that the emotional stamina and spiritual strength
of the individual soldier were as important in battle success as his
weapons and training”.?” It may seem exaggerated to speculate that
General Eisenhower foresaw the need for Yiddish as an operational
need. However, it is possible to conceive that his discovery of the
fate of Jewish survivors first in the Nazi death camps and later in DPs
entailed a feeling of empathy for European Jews. His compassion for
the underdog reinforced his determination to remain a witness of the
extermination of the Jews and to make sure that the Nazi genocide
would be properly documented.

The following lines depict the reaction of some surviving inmates
when Paper told them they would have to wait until the next day "for
their needs to be tended to”. He told survivors that the Allied forces
would be sending food, medicine and clothing, together with doctors
and nurses. Military chaplains would also be permitted to get into the

26 Letter, General Eisenhower to General Marshall concerning his visit to a Germany
internment camp near Gotha (Ohrdruf), April 15, 1945, Dwight D. Eisenhower’s Pre-
Presidential Papers, Principal File, Box 80, Marshall George C. Eisenhower himself
underlined the terms "first-hand” in his letter.

27 Eisenhower, Crusade in Europe, p. 454.
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British publics in a fashion that would leave no room for
cynical doubt.*
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It is significant that beyond the initial shock that General Eisenhower
experienced, the high-ranking officer thought of the possibility that
»Holocaust deniers” (as they are called today) may negate the facts and
the extent of the Nazi extermination. Inaletter dated April 15, 1945, to
General Marshall concerning his visit to a German concentration camp
near Gotha (Ohrdruf), Eisenhower expressed his concern that General
Patton refused to face the visual evidence of the Nazi bestiality:

In one room, where they were piled up twenty or thirty
naked men, killed by starvation, George Patton would not
enter. He said he would get sick if he did so. I made the visit

25 Eisenhower, Crusade in Europe, pp. 408-409. Eisenhower was elected President of
the United States in 1952.
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wasarisk of beingkilled: American soldiers had spotted German snipers
around. Maurice Paper spoke in the name of General Eisenhower to
reassure the survivors by telling them that the American General was
acquainted with their plight. Indeed, on January 27th, 1945, Soviet
forces liberated Auschwitz and discovered the largest killing center
and extermination camp complex.

On April 4, 1945, American troops liberated the Ohrdruf camp. After
entering the camp, a week later, General Eisenhower did not only
express empathy for the victims of the Nazi "horror camps”, as he
put it, he ordered a meticulous documentation of the Nazi atrocities
perpetrated in the camps. This is how Eisenhower recollected his
reactions - etched in his memory - after seeing his first "horror camp’.
It was on April 12, 1945

It was near the town of Gotha [Ohrdruf]. I have never felt
able to describe my emotional reactions when I first came
face to face with indisputable evidence of Nazi brutality and
ruthless disregard of every shred of decency. Up to that time
I had known about it only generally or through secondary
sources. I am certain that I have never at any other time
experienced an equal sense of shock.

I visited every nook and cranny of the camp because 1 felt
it my duty to be in a position from then on to testify at first
hand about these things in case there ever grew up at home
the belief or assumptions that ‘the stories of Nazi brutality
were just propaganda’. Some members of the visiting party
were unable to do go through the ordeal. Inot only did so but
as soon as I returned to Patton’s headquarters that evening,
I sent communications to both Washington and London,
urging the two governments to send instantly to Germany
a random group of newspaper editors and representative
groups from the national legislatures. I felt that the evidence
should be immediately placed before the American and
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Apparently, he had pinpointed the location of my Engineer
Company and saw it was only a few miles from one of the Nazi
concentration camps. He also recalled that we had discussed
the Jewish and Hebrew languages back in Africa. He wanted
to send a Jewish emissary to the camp and specified I should
be the one to take his recommendations to the inmates.
There were rumors circulating that Jews were being rounded
up and put in special camps called concentration camps and
only the young and able bodied were put into labor camps. I
had no idea what kind of site I was being sent to investigate. I
wasn’t even sure if it had been liberated. However, I did know
that the 42nd Division had recently gone through that area.*

The rumors of systematic slaughter of a people were soon to be
confirmed. Maurice Paper, like other American GIs learnt that
inmates of all nationalities were thrown in concentration camps or
slave labor camps. But they also learnt that the Nazis had singled out
the Jews for mass extermination. He recalled the shocking scene he
witnessed and could not help breaking up emotionally as he related
in his 1992 interview. As they approached the village of a small town
called Dachau, they saw in the distance black smoke and the air was
filled with a terrible stench, which he could then still smell. General
Eisenhower had ordered his troops to remain outside of the gates of
the concentration camp because the area was infested with typhus.
However, there were no sign of any guards. So, he entered. He wrote:
1 saw piles of clothing and piles of shoes and piles of eye-glasses and
then I recognized piles of human bodies’. In front of his sergeants, he
did his best to control his emotions.

Most GIs were overwhelmed by that vision of humiliated and
murdered humanity. His sergeants turned away, and General
Eisenhower had assigned Maurice Paper a mission. He had to address
the survivors in Yiddish, stressing not to leave the camp because there

24 Paper, My War, p. 21. The main camp at Dachau was liberated on April 29, 1945.
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killed him on the spot.?

The 11th Panzer Army of the Wehrmacht was forced to retreat
southeast via the Rhone corridor. While American troops advanced
toward Paris, Maurice Paper’s company was rather trailing along” as
he put it. They had to repair bridges and improve the ""torn-up roads’.
Their goal was to make sure that Allied infantry and artillery could
move safely and quickly to the North of France. Maurice Paper and his
men encountered different units of American soldiers:

We met up with the troops that had invaded Normandy,
stopping just outside of Paris. We learned that preparations
were being made for a Grand Parade through the "Arc de
Triumph” down the Champs Elysées. The Parade was a
great success with the French citizens throwing flowers and
cheering and kissing the GIs and much singing and drinking.
Paris seemed to be untouched by the war and it seemed so
good to be around a normal way of life again.?

Maurice Paper’s company was stationed North of Paris for a short
time. His new goal was to obtain enough supplies and equipment for
the American troops’ advance into Germany.

LIBERATING NAZI CAMPS: BECOMING WITNESSES
Although the extermination and concentration camps were not
military objectives, Maurice Paper received a new assignment to go
there. He was instructed to gain the trust of Jewish survivors in the
Dachau concentration camp:

In April of 1945, General Dwight D. Eisenhower, Supreme
Commander of the Allied Forces, sent me special orders.
He was now a five-star General, and I couldn’t imagine
why he would be communicating with me, a junior officer.

22 Ibid, p. 16.
23 Paper, My War, p.16.
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he grabbed me in abear hug and started jabbering in Yiddish.
We were so busy talking in our ”language”, we almost forgot
what we were supposed to be doing.*

It was then that a group of 20 to 30 men moved cautiously toward them.
Isaac explained to Maurice that the men "were all escapees from the
ndeath trains” and were all Jewish. He added that ”they had formed a
band and blew up German trucks and railroad tracks and did everything
they could to hinder the German armies”. Led by these resistance
fighters who formed a section of the French maquis, the American
troops who had unloaded their military equipment continued up to
the Rhone Valley. Maurice Paper later received a Bronze Star medal
for helping members of the French maquis in the French Riviera. He
and his men managed to destroy two bridges to prevent the Germans
from advancing. Their goal was to entrap the 11*" Panzer Army. He
and his combat engineer unit succeeded.

With his company, his next assignment was to build a heavy-duty
trestle bridge over the Rhone River in the French town of Lyon because
the bridge had been destroyed. As he came back to the military camp
after a day’s work, his Colonel sent him over a high-ranking SS officer
for him to interrogate. His Sergeant, who was an interpreter, was
at his side. The Nazi officer who was taken prisoner answered all his
questions. When he asked Maurice Paper where he had learnt to speak
German (since he could not place his accent), Paper told him he was an
American Jew. The Nazi’s visceral reaction was immediate: he spit in
Maurice Paper’s face. As he wiped off the spit, Maurice Paper saw his
Sergeant with his dagger in the Nazi’s back. He yelled at his sergeant
to leave the officer to him - but the Nazi was dead. When the Colonel
entered the room to get the report on the prisoner’s interrogation, he
discovered a German corpse on a stretcher. The two men told him that
the prisoner had answered all the questions, but a heart attack then

21 Paper, My War, p.14.
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all the help [he] could regardless of the religion”. Maurice Paper was
promoted to the rank of captain in 1943 and in August 1944 he had to
nworry about” 250 men and four officers, as he noted. He and his men
were then loaded on to battle ships bound to invade the southern coast
of France. General Eisenhower would later comment sarcastically that
this secondary attack which helped considerably to defeat the German
forces "passed almost unnoticed in the press” .

OPERATION ANVIL-DRAGOON AND AFTER

Maurice Paper’s company was a part of Operation Dragoon, the code
name for the Allied invasion of Southern France, on August the 15th
1944. This amphibious assault established a second front in Europe.
The first front was launched on June 6, 1944, with the Normandy
landings, code name Operation Overlord. Maurice Paper and his
company landed on the French Riviera, at St. Tropey. In the early
morning hours, they were forced to wade waist-deep through the
water. The reason was that their ships were too large to approach the
shores. Carried out under sporadic artillery fire, his main mission
was to meet members of the French maquis, which is to say guerilla
resistance fighters who waited for them. With his first Sergeant, he
looked for French resistance fighters on the shore and rapidly spotted
two men carrying rifles who walked along the beach. He described
their encounter in this manner:

One asked in French if I was the American Engineer Captain
he was supposed to meet. I answered affirmatively (also in
French) and asked for some ID. He pulled out his wallet and
showed me a card with his picture (minus the beard) and his
name "Isaac Herschfeld” and across his picture, in a bold red
stamp, was the word "Juif”. 1 knew this was French for Jew
and I asked him (in Yiddish) if he was indeed Jewish. He said
yes in Yiddish and when he found out that I was Jewish also,

20 Eisenhower, Crusade in Europe, p. 294.
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On May 1, 1944, Allied forces pushed on all Italian fronts including
Monte Cassino and Anzio. Paper noted in his memoirs: ”The Germans
were driven back beyond Rome itself .*®

]

.
A T

MACKENSER

The United States Military Academy at West Point

Rome had been declared an "open city” from August 14, 1943. It
continued to exist as if there was no fighting going on a few miles
away. In his memoirs, General Eisenhower mentioned that Allied
forces had to »take particular care to avoid damage to Rome and the
Vatican City”.** Going there for Maurice Paper was an interlude in a
world at war. He visited Vatican City and even managed to receive a
blessing from the Pope, adding humorously that he wished to "use

18 Paper, My War, p.12. So far, during these battles and dangerous assignments, Maurice
Paper’s identity was first and foremost that of an American combat engineer.

19 Eisenhower, Crusade in Europe, p. 169. The city had been bombed several times in
1943 and 1944 by Allied forces and to a lesser degree by Axis aircraft before the Allies
liberated Rome on June 4, 1944.
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behind the soldier. His volume is dedicated ”To the Allied Soldier,
Sailor, and Airman of World War II. "The General showed empathy
towards soldiers in hospital or camp facilities who were suffering from
self-inflicted wounds, from hysteria or psychoneuroses”, arguing
that 7an astonishing number of these individuals react instantly and
favorably to a single word of encouragement”.** Conversely, harsh
words from an officer, he asserted, could only aggravate the disease.

In early May 1944, in central Italy, as a combat engineer, Maurice
Paper was in command of his men. They needed to reach the Garigliano
river. It required road clearing and mud removal and the current was
so strong that putting up a bridge turned out to be very challenging.
It was all the riskier as he and his men had to work relentlessly under
shell fire attack during the Italian Campaign. Paper lost servicemen
who slipped and fell into the river. His 1992 interview and memoirs
depict an officer who showed empathy for his enlisted men. He even
tried to rescue one who fell into an Italian river, and unfortunately
drowned. He made sure to be worthy of respect, even when he
wondered if his decisions were right when some of his men did not
come back from such dangerous missions: "I questioned some of my
decisions at those times but made certain my men never detected
anything but confidence and assurance” .’

After the successful passage of the infantry and support units over
the Garigliano River, Paper and his men received the order to assist the
Third Ranger Battalion which attempted to capture the beach town of
Anzio. Life-threatening missions included participating in the battle
of Anzio which turned out to be a disaster for Allied forces because the
Germans brought replacement troops from Rome. Allied troops on the
beaches were under artillery fire for over a month and the engineers
like Paper stayed at Anzio with the soldiers until they were replaced
by new infantry troops. The American, French and English troops
advanced to Monte Cassino where they fought against the Wehrmacht.

16 Eisenhower, Crusade in Europe, p. 455.
17  Paper, My War, p.12.
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Force, then in Algiers in 1943. Someone he knew in the armed forces
had spread the word that he could speak French and Yiddish. This piece
of news reached Eisenhower’s headquarters.** The young recruit was
both surprised and worried to have to report to General Eisenhower
himself. This is how he recalled this exceptional encounter:

I was shaking in my boots at this request and could think of
no reason for a three-star General to ask to see me - a lowly
2nd Lieutenant - in person. He immediately put me at ease
with his friendly smile and pleasant demeanor, and I saw
my 201 file Officer’s Personal File lying open on his desk. The
general was interested in my answers about "Knowledge
of languages” where I had written that I understood and
spoke Yiddish and French and little German and Hebrew.
He was surprised to find out that Hebrew and Yiddish were
completely different .... He handed me my new orders to
report to a replacement depot in Palermo, Sicily, which
came with a promotion to 1st Lieutenant. That was my first
encounter with General Eisenhower, but it was not to be
my last.*

General Eisenhower’s interest in the Hebrew language may have
sprung from the fact that he was an avid reader of the Bible, which had
a central place in his parental home in Abilene, Kansas. Later, as the
Supreme Commander of the Allied Forces, he became the President of
the United States of America in 1952. The details the 2nd Lieutenant
Maurice Paper recollected about General Eisenhower’s interest in
getting to know the men under his command find an echo in the
memoirs of the Supreme Commander of the Allied Forces in Europe.
The conclusion articulated in Eisenhower’s book published in 1948 and
titled Crusade in Europe sheds light on his respect for the individual

14 It was after Operation Torch on November 8th, 1942. He provided this piece of
information in his 1992 interview (previously mentioned).

15 Paper, My War, p. 10.
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boarded the H.M.'S. Andes, a huge ship with 1,500 soldiers aboard.
That ship speedily moved over the waves. On their way to North Africa
the troops had to stay overnight in Trinidad to avoid being torpedoed
by a German U-boat. The sea voyage then lasted seven days before
they docked in Casablanca, Morocco. Along with other soldiers,
Maurice went to a replacement center to await his assignment. He was
assigned to General Eisenhower’s Allied Force Command Station in
Algiers. More precisely, he was appointed the General’s Liaison Officer
assigned to the British North African Forces ”in charge of a Native
Arab Labor camp”. The American military financed it while the British
ran the camp on the condition that an American engineer officer was
in charge. This requirement meant that Maurice Paper oversaw about
three hundred natives known as "Berbers” who were hired to help
load and unload supplies from ships and trains. They would be used by
British and American divisions against the German General Rommel,
nicknamed the "Desert Fox”. Paper had to provide food and shelter for
the native laborers in the military-run camp.**

A little later, unexpectedly encountering General Eisenhower was
one of Paper’s most meaningful encounters during World War II. It is
towards the end of the North African campaign that he received orders
to come to the Supreme Headquarters of the Allied Expeditionary

13 Paper, My War, pp. 9, 33. In his memoir, Paper notes that bombings at night were
occasional, but one day, three German fighter planes bombed their area, causing
many casualties, mostly civilians. Allied medics tended to the wounded and took
care of the dead. It was then that Maurice Paper found a child in the rubble. An Arab
boy aged about five or six was clinging to his mother who had been killed. Maurice
explained that together with other soldiers they made him a cot at the foot of his bed
and fitted him out in an Army uniform which they adjusted to his size:

We gave him a serial number that we stenciled into his clothes of 7000”, and that
became Zero. He spoke Arabic and a smattering of French and even learnt to speak
and understand some English. He followed me anywhere and all the camp learnt to
love him. Since that was my job no one questioned the presence of a little Arab kid
running around and getting into a lot of mischief.

An article from a Baltimore newspaper (reviewed by censor) titled: "Baltimore Soldier

Adopts Arab Boy in North Africa”. It explained that the child was starving and that the
officer took care of him, and that the boy became the "mascot of the whole camp”.
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WAR EXPERIENCES, EMPATHY, AND JEWISH IDENTITY

Maurice Paper, an American Jewish soldier, was born to immigrant
parents from Eastern Europe in Baltimore, Maryland, in 1921. When
he was about eight or nine years old, he went to a school that belonged
to ”The Talmud Torah System” in Baltimore - one of the best in the
United States. The emphasis was on Hebrew conversation. He later
explained why: "It was the early, really the early Zionist movement to
move towards unifying or getting one language, the Hebrew language,
into play”. He graduated at the age of fifteen and then studied at the
Baltimore Hebrew College for about a year or two.” He was nineteen
when he joined the Maryland State Guard in 1941 (he was too young
for the Army) and was sent to England before war was declared.® After
the attack on Pearl Harbor, on December 7, 1941, he decided to enlist
in the Army in Baltimore, which he did in 1942. After a high score
on the Army’s IQ test, he entered an officer’s school. By the age of
twenty, he became a second lieutenant and was a combat engineer in
North Africa, Italy, and Germany.

Second Lieutenant Maurice Paper got married on February 21, 1943,
atthe Beth T'fillah synagogue by Rabbi Samuel Rosenblatt.* A few days
later he reported to Camp Kilmer, in Central New Jersey and received
orders to lead a group of soldiers overseas.*? Paper and the new recruits

9 Interview with Maurice Paper by Mort Horvitz, transcribed by Elana Megerian, May
1, 2015. National Museum of American Jewish Military History, Washington. His 1992
interview also expresses his urge to serve his country.

10 Ibid. See also Maurice Paper, My War, Captain Maurice "Chic” Paper, 7, self-published.
Distributed by Amazon, undated. The foreword (dated March 2009) was written
by a family member. In a short author’s preface, Paper explained why he wrote "a
summary” of his war years: ”| am writing about my memories of World War Il under
pressure from my wife and grandchildren. They feel that my future family should
know how this war affected my life”. Maurice Paper died on March 16, 2019.

11 Many Jewish soldiers were motivated to marry before they were shipped overseas.
Thisfactwasreported by Rabbi Tuvia Geffenin Atlanta duringWorld War ll. In his diaries
written in the years 1943-1944 which are in the possession of the Geffen family, he
wrote about these speedy marriages. Interview with Dr Rabbi David Geffen, a former
chaplain, Jerusalem, February 15, 2022.

12 Camp Kilmer, New Jersey, National Archives and Records Administration.
https://www.archives.gov/files/nyc/public/camp-kilmer.pdf, accessed February 22, 2022.
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General George C. Marshall who led the American Joint Chiefs of
Staff observed that victory could be only achieved through a large-
scale thrust across the English Channel and France into Germany.
But the British regarded American troops as unprepared and lacking
landing crafts and modern tanks. Therefore, when in the spring of
1942 the American Joint Chiefs submitted a plan for the invasion of
France later that year, British military planners simply turned it
down. Yet, the Russian call for a second front could not be ignored.
Churchill proposed instead an invasion of French North Africa.
President Franklin D. Roosevelt agreed with Churchill’s stance that
such an amphibious invasion of North Africa would be a diversion
and a preliminary strategy to a cross Channel attack in 1943.°
nOperation Torch” was placed under the command of General Dwight
D. Eisenhower, a graduate from the prestigious West Point Academy.
Launched on November 8, the simultaneous landings on the shores of
Morocco at Casablanca, and at Oran and Algiers in Algeria achieved
tactical surprise, with the help of the local resistance, many French
Jews from North Africa among them.” The collaborationist regime of
Maréchal Pétain - which was established in France at Vichy - controlled
unoccupied southern France, including French North Africa where it
held nominal authority. Although the political situation was complex,
the United States had maintained diplomatic relations with the Vichy
government - in the hope of gaining the support of collaborationist
officials and military leaders.*

6  John Morton Blum and Judith M. Walter, The National Experience, A History of the
United States Since 1865, Fifth Edition, Harcourt College Pub, 1993, pp. 730-31.

7 Gitta Amipaz-Zilber, The Role of the Jewish Underground in the American Landing in
Algiers, 1940-1942, Gefen, 1992.

8  Eisenhower, Crusade in Europe.
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French, German and Yiddish while on duty? How did a young officer’s
encounter with Jewish guerilla fighters from the French Resistance in
France strengthen his own American Jewish identity? How did he cope
with the discovery of a concentration camp in Germany?

How does a scholar delineate a dialectic between strategy and
empathy? A strategy involves setting goals and determining actions
to achieve these goals; empathy implies a feeling of compassion for
servicemen. Dwight D. Eisenhower’s example also helps moderate
the idea according to which most of the officers who graduated from
the military Academy of West Point harbored antisemitic feelings.®
Perhaps it would be wise to replace "’strategy” for ”operational needs”
in the case of Maurice.

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

TheattackonPearl HarboronDecember7, 1941, refuted theisolationist
stance and triggered a surge of national unity. War posters depicted
the need for revenge on the Japanese with captions such as ”Avenge
December 7. Yet, with two enemies - the Japanese who advanced
into Southeast Asia following Pearl Harbor, and the European Axis
engaged in warfare on the Russian front - the main problem America
faced was to decide whether to use its military might against Japan or
against Germany. By March 1941, American military planners agreed
that the priority was to beat Hitler first. The Nazi attack on the Soviet
Union in June 1941 reinforced that decision. While the United States
and Britain agreed on the Europe-first agreement they diverged on
the strategies in Europe. Winston Churchill’s plan was to attack the
enemy where he was the weakest while the American strategy favored
attacking the enemy where he was the strongest.

5  For examples of anti-Jewish attitudes and a sharp analysis of antisemitism in the
American military, see Joseph W. Bendersky, The Jewish Threat, Antisemitic Politics
of the US Army, Basic Books, 2000. The author demonstrated that many officers
were convinced of the inferiority of Jews whom they thought threatened their Anglo-
Saxon culture. See also Derek J. Penslar, Jews and the Military: A History, Princeton
University Press, 2013.
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the extraordinary story of Maurice Paper, a 2" Lieutenant from
Baltimore. What makes Captain Paper’s war story unique includes
his multiple language skills, his high 1Q, his encounter with General
Eisenhower, his empathy (a Jewish value) for the underdog, and
his concern for the uprooted and homeless Jewish survivors. The
originality of his war story also encompasses his deep conviction of a
Jewish homeland as a solution for the unwanted European Jews who
survived in slave labor and death camps.

Symbolically, the first public Passover on German soil after six years
of quasi enslavement of the Jews provided an emphasis on General
Eisenhower as a leader. On April 15th, 1946, the printing in Munich
by the U.S. Third Army of a Survivors "Haggadah for the Passover
service since the liberation was achieved with the help of Chaplain
Abraham Klausner. Chaplain Klausner wrote an introduction to A
Survivor Haggadah which praised American military commanders.
Significantly, itread: ”Great Allied Armies replaced the ancient handful
and in the sacred conviction of Moses now stood General Dwight D.
Eisenhower”.? The commander of the Supreme Headquarters Allied
Expeditionary Force (SHAEF) had thus acquired a quasi-biblical stature
due to his military strategy coupled with his empathy for those whom
he had liberated from the Nazi yoke. The forceful parallel between the
American General and Moses marked the potential symbiosis between
American and Jewish identity, which had become more compatible in
the postwar period.*

How did Paper’s exceptional face-to-face interaction with General
Dwight D. Eisenhower empower him to employ his ability to speak

3 U.S. Third Army of a Survivors’ Haggadah. The English version of the Haggadah
was intended for soldiers who did not know Yiddish. Klausner’s introduction
provides a spiritual aspect to the liberation of Nazi Germany by American commanders,
p.3.

4 Deborah Dash Moore showed how the Jews’ participation in World War Il not only
transformed a generation but also how they transformed American Jewry. See "When
Jews Were Gls, How World War Il Changed a Generation and Remade American Jewry”,
lecture, Ann Arbor, Jean and Samuel Frankel Center for Judaic Studies, The University
of Michigan, 1994.
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In all the branches of the American military and theaters of war,
more than half a million Jewish men and women served together with
sixteen million Americans. This allows an in-depth exploration of how
World War II and the Nazi genocide of the Jews affected the GIs’ sense
of Jewishness. It also offers a reflection on officers becoming aware
of the special skills of the servicemen under their command. General
Eisenhower presented such military interactions as a necessity:

In war, time is vital. There is much to be done. Visible
evidence of efficiency, noted in perfection of techniques and
deportment, are so easy to observe that officers of all grades
cannot or do not give sufficient attention to the individual.
Yet attention to the individual is the key to success,
particularly because American manpower is not only our
most precious commodity - it will, in any global war, always
be in short supply.*

The young service members who enlisted or were drafted were
changed by their military service overseas. A closer look at their war
experiences - though the lens of the soldiers themselves - reveals
overlooked elements. These elements include the readiness of an
officer to use his rusty language skills to meet the needs of the war as
well as his efforts not to break down when facing the survivors and the
overwhelming sight of the terrible destruction and death of European
Jews in Dachau.

This article focuses on the life of an American Jewish serviceman
and its intersection with the events of the war. A good example is

2 Ibid, p. 455.

One of the goals of my wider research for a forthcoming book on American Jewish
servicemembers is to understand how over half a million Jews served their country
with a sense of urgency at a time when antisemitism was rampant both in the
civil society and in the military. While exploring the GIs’ war experiences, | tracked
expressions of their sense of Jewishness in battle zones in all the theaters of the war.
| gathered over a hundred interviews and testimonies from various oral archives and
from families of veterans, more than half of them recorded shortly after the war. This
time period limits the risk of distortion of what happened.
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AND THE NEEDS OF WAR:
GENERAL DWIGHT D.
EISENHOWER’S
ENCOUNTERWITHA
AMERICAN JEWISH
OFFICER

Francoise S. Ouzan

That a soldier should understand why he is fighting would not
seem to be an arguable point. Yet I have heard commanders
attempt to oversimplify this psychological problem with
the assertion that soldiers fight for only a few simple and
essential local reasons. Among these they include pride in a
unit, respect for the opinion of comrades, and blind devotion
to an immediate leader.*

1  General Dwight D. Eisenhower, Crusade in Europe, New York: Double Day & Company,
Inc., 1948, p. 59.
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Dr. Frangoise S. Ouzan - The Goldstein-Goren Diaspora Research «
Center, Tel Aviv University; Dr. Frangoise Ouzan book on American
Jewish Soldiers during World War II is forthcoming with Indiana
.University Press, Bloomington
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