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ACEI-FE ' 16 January 1961

Golonel Yehuds Priher

Eilitary, Naval and Alr A%taohe
Embaasy of Isras}

Waghington, D.C.

Dear Tolonel Prihar:

Raference is mads o Lisutenant Colonel Tsur's letter,
No. 2313/58121/5-6 of 27 October 1960, requesting information
eoncerning the legality of the use of the shotgun in waxfare,

Thara 1s no oconveniicnal or customary international law
prohibiting the use of shotpuns, as such, in warfare, There is
an lnternational lew regtriction, however, on the types of _
bulletyg that may be uged in both smoothbore snd rifled small arms.

The First Hapue Pesce Conference of 1899 made the following
Decloration Concerning Expanding dullets:

Unhe oontracting Parties agree to abstain from the use

of bullets whioh expand or flatten easzslily in the human %
body, snch me bullets with s hand envelope which doss

not antirely cover the cores or iz plevced with lncisions,”
{The Hague Conventions and Declarations of 1899 and 1907
{34 ed,, Scott, 1918) 227}

The Inited States was not a party to this Decleration, Its delega=
tion at the conference had urged the adoption of a more severe
Timitatvion:

"The use of bdullets infliobing wounds of uselass cruelty,
guoh as explosive bullets, and in gensrsl all kinds of
bullets which exceed the limlt necessary for placing & men
hora de acombat shonld be forbidden,® (The Procesdings

of the Hegue vesmce (onfsrences - The Oonference of 1899
{Scott, ed.; 1920)803

The United 8States ia a sipnatory to Hague Convention IV of 1307,
Respsciing the Laws and Customs of Wer on Land, which provides, gﬁ
in Article 23{e} of the Anmex, %that 1t shell be unlawful e
"To Bmploy axms,projeoctiles, or meterial caloulatsd %o cause
unnecessary suffering.” (2 Malloy, Treaties 2285). FParagraph 34
of Depertment of hte Army Field Manuwal 27-10, The Law of Land
Warfore,July 1956, construes this provision as ToérbHidding
Mevsitrogular-ghaped bullets, snd projectiles filied with ginsas,
«vo8nd the secoring of the surfacs or the £illing off of the:ends
of the hard cases ¢f bullets.” This amounts 4o an official
prohibltion of bullets which tear an unnecessarily large hole,
Accordingly, the legallty of the use of shutguna depends upon

the nature of the shot employed and its effect on a asoft target,
Lhe uge of an unjacketed lead bullet is now consildered a violation
of the laws of war. The use of shotgun projectiles guffiocliently
Juoketed to prevent expansion or flattening upon penetration

of a human body mnd shot cartridges with chilled shot regulnr

in shape would not congtitute viclations of the laws of war,

The United States Army doesz not now issue shotguna to troops
Tor combat use.A limited number of "riot type" shotguns is
lgsued to millitary pelics for use in prisoner guard and riot

control duty. The caritridges are 12 gauge brass with oo chilled
rouné buckshot,
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ACSI-FE :
folonel Yehuda Prihar 16 Janusry 1961

In Septamber, 1918, the German government protested To the

Tnited Statoes againaﬁ the use of shotpuns by the American

Army and called its attention to the fact that "according

to the law of war every prisoney found to have in his possesge
jon suoh guns or ammmition belomging therstolforfelis

hig 1ife." The probvest waes based on the aboveequoted Ardiclk
2%(e} of the Annax o the Hegue Convention IV of 13507,

Tha Beoretary of State replied t¢ the Germean protest in a nove
stating thet in the opinion of the imnited States Government
thaet provision of thé Hague Convention did not forxbid use of the
shotgun, bthat in view of the history of the sBetgun as a -
wespon of warfare, the well-lmown effects of 1fs use mnd a2
comparison of it with other weapons approved in warfare, the
shotgun then in ose could not be made the aubject of 1egetimatﬁ§
o reasonable protest, that the Unlted Btates would neb e
sbandon its uze; and that in cese the German government

anould carry out in a singie instance 1its threat to execute
Ameriesn prisoners found %o have such a weapon in their
possession , it would be "the yight and duly of the

government of the Unlted States to make such reprisals s

a5 will best protect the American forces...". The threat

of the German government deoesg nod appear to have been

carrisd out in any case, {VI Hackworth, Digest of Intere
national Lew 271-72 (1943)3 I Garner, International Law and

he World War 270-71 (1920%,)

Sincaraly,

TRANCIS T, DEVLIN :E
Lt. Colonel, GS
Foreign Liaiaon Gfficer
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E.ngmry. 1661
O1B7/105/81  1{L) o
Daar : . |
I am wxiting in raply %o y’ank' 131:‘&51‘ £
referonce 4176/350 dated 1lth Noverber, 196*}
concerning the use of shot guns by the. ﬁriﬁi.ah \

*

. __\‘}q

I am advized by the compatent authnrit;‘y that
cextain froops ave sguipped with the “Gaeepert 12
bore shot gun for specilic aperaﬁ. OnBe G _\\_

Yours RN
! In. ILI
] i,.'- :\'-.\_
Lisutenant-Colon+i A.Dor, R
Anglistont ¥ilitary and Adlr Abtacha, N .
Egbassy of Isransl, A
2, Palnce Green, ST T
Lﬂﬂfiﬂn, W.E. _. '_ .{ K'E‘ a{
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"The Contracting Partles sgres to abstain from tho use of bullsts
wileh expend or flatben easily fn the hwmen body, such sa bullets
with 2 hopd envelope which doea nob entirsly cover ths core s o
1s piereod with Insisionsh,

2 38,10, 1907 LYY L hwdvd nnukdh YAmany wivy ﬂnﬁnj? ‘o amn nuOE 42
- e 23{ €} gvye ,noos

“To employ arma, projestiles, or maberial culoulated to couse

minecossary suffsringt.
ATIIPRD Y AYRE LFYTFD VPUIN AIRAYAY EMONGS VD YRVIR UILYE IR L3

B3 YTY VI Y2YI3 piDeN 1M mARD aYandy nbwsp wwsd 1948 nabusb:a

f BRADA AR AR rfapyaoun pan e WY an 2309 ‘o Yy nodann smnon oa” A
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“fotbid the uee of this kind of weapon... in view of the history of the
shot gun w8 & wespon of warfure and of the well-knowy effects of its
present use ond In the 1ight of s comparison of it with other WeRPONE
approved in warfare, the shot gun mow in use by the Americon Army
cannot be the subject of logitimate or reasonable protest... its use
will not he abandoned by the American Army", (Foreizn Reletions of

the United Statss, 1918, Supplement 2, pp.785-788; Heekworth, Digest of
Intermytionsl Lsw, Vol.Vl, pp.27i-272).
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fihat, weapons tause unocesuary injury! can only bs determined in the
Ught of the practics of Itates in refraining from the ves of s given
weapon b etzuge 1t 1s boelieved to have that offest. The prohibifisn
- oertainly doag not extend to the use of ewplosives contsined in

artilliery projectiles, mines, reckets, or band granndes, Usege has,
nowever, sgheblisied the illegelity of the usa of lances with harbed
hoada, Irregulav-shaped bullete, snd projfectiles fithed with glsss,
the wse of any substance or builets thal would tend wnneceszardly to
inflose o wound infllcted by them, znd the scoriog of the surfaca or
the filing off of the ends of the hard cases of bullets”, (FM 2710,
Department of the Army Field Hunwal, The Isw of Land Warfare, p.18).
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fforbid the use of thie kind of wsapon... In view of the history of the
ahat gun ae 2 weapon of warfers end of the well-knowm offects of 1ts -
present vae and in the light of o comparisen el it with other weapons
spproved in warfars, the shot gun now in uss by the Awerlcan Army
canmot be the subjett of legltimate or ressonable pmtea"-:.u its uae
will wot ba abendoned by the Amerdcan Army®. {(Forel slationp of
the Il’nitaﬂ Statas, 1913, Supplemont 2, pp.’?&i-?& 5 Eaakwrth
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“yhat weapons cause ‘unnecossary injury' cam obly be determined in the
1ight of the practice of States in refralning from the use of o given
wespon Decause it 1s believed to have that effeot. The prohibition
certainly doss not extend to the use of explosives contained in
artillery projactilen, mines, rackets, or hand gronades. Ueage has,
however,; establizhed the 1llegelity of the ugo of lances with barbed
heads, irreguier~shuped bulleis, and projectiles fitted with gisus,
the upe of any sobatance or bullets that would tend unnecsapurily to
inflame & wound inflloted by them, and the scoring of the surfaos op
the £1iing off of the ends of tho herd mnﬁau ﬁf hmllats“ EEH 27-10,
bopartment of the Army Fleld Hasual, The la . 11y :
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welocity dand range, in order to intorpret the wounds and the findings
tthe s:.;:nc. The principal firearms and smmunition will now be
BRIt R

Shtguns.—Shotgens are sporting guns designed for use against
-onall animals such ns pheasants and rabbits. The interior of their
hurrels i smooth. The gun may consist of a single barrel, but more
frequendy it is twin-barrelied, the barrels Iving side by side; cecaston-
dHy they sre mounted onc over the other, %‘hem ure u few single-
hurredicd shotgans which carry a magazine. The bareel is normaily
hinged to the firing mechanism and the buit af the breech. The gun
I~ then opened, or “broken™, to expose Hie breech into which the
vartridge is inserfed,

There are shotguns of different sizes necording to their particutar
tse, the diameters of the barrel varying sccordingly, the smallest
guns being used against raés and very small birds, and the targest
wgninst duck und small decr, The diameter of the barret is known
wi the bore. With barrels of & dizmeter up to f-inch, the bore 5
piven in inches: thas we have the -3 bore and the -410. Above J-inch
the bore is estimated by the sumber of equal spheres of pure leud,
together weighin% a pound, which will exaerly fit the barrel; thus
we have 20, 16, 12, and 8 bores, taking respectively 28, 16, 12, and §
spheres of pure load, weighing W, %, A ind Y of a poing,

The lemth of the barrels vary but ususlly lic between 22 and
36 inches.

Shotguns are fired either by means of hammers which are set, o
covked, individually by the firer, and which are visible behind the
breech, or by concenled firing pins which are automatically cocked
when the breech is opened.

Shotgun cartridges {Fig. 42a)—Standard shotgun cartridpes con.
sist essentiatly of & short metal cylinder with & rimmed base, and
motated in the centre of the base &t the sensitive detonator which is
vontained in a thin metsl cuse. The metnl cylinder is continuous with
4 curdboard ?tinder. and the overall length of the cartridpe varies
between 2 and 3 inches, the average longth being some Ef inches.

The cartridge case itself is filled as follows from the base: the
detonator, the propehiant eharge. g thick fell wud with cardboard
discs lying in front and behing 1t, the shot, afd finally the relnining
cardbourd disc {see Fig. 424), The cartridge base, besides having the
neme or murk of the manufacturer inscribed upon it, also has the
bore of the gan for which the cartridge is intended staraped thercon,
The cardboard retnining dise at the end of the cartridge is ususlly
inscribed with & number indicating the size of the shot] the smaller
the shot, the higher the number. The sizes of shot in most common
use sre 4, 5, and B,

Witen o shotgun is fired, the shot or pellets which lenve the muzzle

649
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INILRIES . FIREARM 7

as o tightly packed mass begin almost immedistely to spread out.
The rote of spread is varied shightly by muny factors, and these
include the bore of the gun, the explosive foree released in the
breech. {he iength of the barrel, tnd the size of the shiot. The averape
rade of spread is § inch per yard from the muzzle plus | For example,
the diameter of the pattern or grosp of shot hitting the tarpet at
18 yards would be some |1 inches.

The icthat potential of a shotgun depends upon the number,
velovity, and penetrating power of the shot striking the target, This
potertiud I8 increased in some g by sliphtly narrowing the diameter
of Lhe hureel from the bregeh (o the mvzzle. This narrowing is known
an the choke, In most double-burrelied puns the oft-hand bareet is
choked 10 some degree, the right-hund borcel remaining a teue
cgiindtr, There are three degroes of choke, known rospectively iy
the improved cylinder, the hulf choke and the full choke. The effect
of this choking is (o kessen the me of sprend of the shot ufler it
jesves the muzzle, so that more shot firtkes the target m™ given
distanee, and the effect of rarrowing the barrel alse enhances the
exptosive foree and therefore increases the velacity, For instance,
with a fully choked burrel the dinmeler of the proup or patlern it
46 yards is only ubout 30 inches instead of just over 46 inches. 1t
minst e emphasised that these ligeres represent only un spproximale
guide, and the only scoursic method in which 0 ssveriuin the
distynce from which a shotgun i3 fired i o Hre the sctual gun uf
different ranges with the same ammanition,

Lffecrive range of shotpun—Shotguns are designed to kil smail
pame at between 10 ond 40 yards From the frer, o standard shot-
pu i fired st o man, i s aafikely to cuuse fatal injuries, or in fact
serfous infury, at renges over 30 yirds, unless the shot enters the

. eye, the peliets mercly penetrating tie chuthing and skin beyoad this

destunce. Exceptions will be provided by fully choked barrels, large
sbol, fonyg barrels, und above dverage charges.,

Ritked Arearms—Riled freurms wre, with fow esceplions, el
sively single-barrelied weipons, The divmeter of the barrcl is
measured it inches or millimetres: thas we have in this country the
-3 inch which Is comparable with the Continental 9 mm,

The reloading mechunism of rifted firoarse varios with different
makes, 1 omay be by band, or he weapon ouy reload itsell atto-
tativally as long s there is smmunition lefl 1 the magazine,

Primcipal Types of Rifed Fivearms

Ritles.These are fong-barrelied woupons which are ficed fronm
the shoulder, the weapon being held to the shoulder by one hand

routnd the butt and the other lind, or some other support, beseath
L Baeped,
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