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PERMANENT BOO SECOND AVENUE
REPRESENTATIVE OF ISRAEL NEW YORK. N. Y. 10017

70 THE UNITED NATIONS —
oxsona 7.5500

9 December 1973

Excellency,

On instructions of my Government I have the honour
to refer to the letter addressed to you by the Permanent
Representative of Syria on 5 December 1973 (A/9338 -
§/11144) transmitting a "Reply and Complaint" by his
Government of 3 December 1973, and to state the following:

hat letter and its enclosure are a further brazen
attempt Lo lay a smokescreen around the callous contempt
digplayed by the Syrian Gove t for the
provisions of the Genewa Con on Relatiwv
Treatment of Prisoners of War of 12 August 1949, as
especially demonstrated by the cold-blooded murder, torture
and other heinous crimes committed against Isreeli prisoners
of war in the region of the Golan Heights by the Syrian
authorities and by Syrian, Moreccan and Iragi troops serving
in Syria.

Full details of these horrendous crimes, all of which
constitute grave breaches of the Geneva Convention have been
set out in the complaints submitted by the Government of Israel
to the International Committes of the Red Cross in Geneva on
10 November 1973 and on B December 1973,

English translations of these complaints were appended
to my letters addressed to you on 22 November 1973 (A/9333 -
§/11126) and on 8 December 1973 (A/9429 - 5/11148) . 7

ec S@-o—-—-:«:/éw . -Q’,N,,—U'

His Excellency
Dr. Kurt Waldheim
The Secretary-General
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SECOND COMPLAINT DY THE GOVERNMENT OF ISRAEL RESFECTING -GRAVE

VIOLATIONS OF THE GENEVA CONVENTION COF 12 AUGUST 1949 RELATIVE

TO THE TREATMENT CF PRISONERS OF WAR PERPETRATED BY THE SYRIAN
AUTHORITIES IN THE COURSE OF THE BATTLES IN OCTOBER 1973

INTRODUCTION

1. The Government of Israel hereby submits to the International
Committee of the Red Cross a second grave complaint respecting

- erimes of murdex brutality and sericus violatieons of the Geneva

Convention of 12 August 1949 Relative to the Treatment of
Prisoners of War perpetrated ky the Syrian authorities, and by
Syrian, Moroccan and Iragi soldiers serving in Syria, upon Israeli
soldiers taken prisoner there.

FURTHER CASES CF MURDER

Omfuv»ﬁ_s I, Mygasp ﬂd/ SEp i ni

2. Since the submission of the first complaint on 10 November 1973

fresh facts have come to light pointing to further cases of
barbarous murders not previously known. These facts, taken
together with those recorded in the first complaint by the
Government of Israel, justify at this stage the conclusion that no
fewer than forty-two separate cases of murder have been committed.
Details of the places in which the further cases of murder have
been discovered, and of the number of victims found in each place
are as follows: '

{1} NAFAH

In the vieinity of the village of Nafah on the Golan Heights,
the Tsrael Defence Forces found the body of an Israeli soldier who
kad been shot while his hands were fettered behind his back with
telephone wire and a boot-lace. His army shirt was wrapped around
his breast, hls body naked. There were no personal documents and
neo identity disc on the body or near it.
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Dinstein, Y, The Conduct of Hostilities under the Law of International Armed Conflict, Cambridge o
; University Press, 2004
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