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May 15, 2021

Mr. Andrew Carey
45 Rothschid Bivg o
Tel Aviv, lsrae!

Dear Mr. Carey,

| have read with great concern the accusations that the IDF Spokesperson’s Unit and our international

Spokesperson have used our platfonm to purposefully misiead & about IDF miltary
activity related to operation Guardians of the Walls. i

fwant you 1o know that | have personally conducted a comprehensive investigation into this matter and
concluded that the officer involved, L. Col. Jonathan Conficus, made an honest mistake in his conveying
of the reality on the ground. | understand the frustration of the journalists who reported on the activity
near the Gaza border; it is critical that when the IDF provides information 10 reporters, that the
mformation be trusted. Lt Col. Conricus has taken full responsibility for the mistake and apologized to the
reporters involved. As his commanding officer, | would also ke to apologize for the error. Regardiess of
the pressure 1o release information, its accuraty is most important and that falls squarely on the
shoulders of the Spokesperson’s Unit us a whole,

Despite conspitatorial reports to the contrary in both international and Israell press, this was not some
elaborate attemot to manipulate the media in atder 10 achieve a 1actical victory. By definition and our
guiding belief systeen, the IDF Spokesperson®s Unit goes not engage i peychologicsl warfare and is tasked
with conveying only the truth ta the public, 3 mission we have devotedly undertaken for more than seven
decades.

| 2lso want to take this opportunity to speak to L. Col. Conricus’ impeccable record as the international
spokesperson for the past four years He has earned a reputation with every reporter he has worked with
for being » straight-shooter, candid, forthright and an honest broker dutifully representing the
mmduum.mmuwmmmhmmmdmmmnmm
merits his honorable discharge.
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3 mutual trust and respect. We also
mtmnhbasﬂumwdm&cp&tmsﬂ!mbuodm
take seriously the trust you place in us to accurately convey information and we will continue working

hard 1o mamtam your frust

Very Respectfully,

Brig. Gen, Hidal Zilberman
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